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ADVERTISEMENT. 



Thb following work was begun under 
li strong conviction, tbat oiuch more might 
])e done for the salvation of our countryt 
men than has yei been accomplished, or 
perhaps attempted. If every Christian 
were' to consider hinlseif a missionary 
from God to snch perishing men as he 
has access to, which he certadnly is, 
much good might b^ done every day.-^ 
If every nobleman^ and ev^ry ^ntleman 
not engi^ed in business^ and who know 
the grace of iessa^ Christ, were acting 
according to the example set before them 
in this publication, the attention of the 
careless rich, and the careless poor, would 
be much ipore directed to divine subjects 
than at present k the case. 

Perhaps some may object to this me^ 

Uiod*of <i[oing good, as rather a mean 

mni degrading employment for a man of 
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4 
rank. To this it may be replied, that«not 
a few .men 4)f r^k fre<}iieotiy stoop to 
meaner practices, and to obtain an infi- 
nitely less important o^ct* r But there 
can be ao degradation ip their attending 
to the practice here recomioeiuied ; for 
it is their du<;y to condescend to men of 
low estate^ and it wilt finally redmnd to 
their hotfour; for ihdse who aie wTse^ 
and turn many io rigbteoiisiiess, shall 
shine as tbe.hrigfatn^s of the firmament^ 
and as the stars for^eyer mnd ^er. 

But I would h<^ only urge tbe pr^ic* 
tice ot) those who Inovein htg^ber circles^ 
^t upon all tbe friends of Jesus, frooi 
llie prince down to tbe pauper in the par 
rish work'bouse, and can assure them^ 
from 9otiie experience and observation^ 
that there IS little dMger of their ineet^ 
ing with abusive language, or any inter* 
ruption, ivom those wboisi tbef may ad-» 
dress, if they do it with prudence aod 
i^ectioti^ 

Let not f<^malei suppose that their seic 
Exempts them fiiom i^ttending to this \m^ 
portant concern. IVovidence presents 



a 

opfHiiiiinities of nseftitoess to ihem^ as 
weil as to tneii ; and it is of im|>ortance 
for them also, to oceapy their taieuts tiil 
Christ s6ail come. 

I am persuaded, that miaoy are deter* 
red from eotering thi^ wide field of u§e* 
fatness from an appfehension that insur- 
moHfitable difficulties are io the way, ra- 
ther thao from an aversion to the work/ 
It is hoped that the ex^ainpies contained 
*n these pages, will convince them that 
their fears are groundless. 

Jbe saiisfkstioii of mind which a per- 
son so employed might enjoy every even- 
ing, while reBecting on the occurrences 
of the day, would richly compensate for 
ai) the toil and trouble ; ibr he who wa» 
lereth others, from love to Jesus and to 
them^ will find his own soul like a well- 
watered garden, or a field which the Lord 
hath bkssed. The good man shall be 
satisfied from himself. 

If this work commends itself to our 
consciences as a good work, let us covet 
earnestly the requisite gifts for perform- 

A 5 



6 . 
iDg it ; let us meditate much on iheetefw 
Dal and astonishing love of God to .sin^ 
ners; on the arduous work which the 
Son of God accomplished for their re- 
demption ; on the shortness of the pe- 
riod allotted to us for honouring God in 
such a way ; and on the awful and end- 
less miseries which saved sinners escape^ 
and the inconceivahle glories to which 
they are raised. If these things dwell 
richly and powerfully in our minds^ whe- 
ther we move in the higher or lower cir- 
cles of life, we shall feel disposed and 
fitted for this important service* 

Though I have presented these Walks 
of Usefulness to the public^ I have to 
confess, with shame, that they describe, 
in many instances, what might have been 
done, rather than what, in many cases, 
I have really done. It is my sincere de- 
sire that they may excite both the writer 
and the reader to greater exertions for 
the welfare of others, and to a more con- 
stant and ardent imitation of the bright 
example of the Friend of sinners^ who 
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had compassion on the ignorant^ and on 
them that were out of the way, who 
went about doing good ; and of whom 
it is said, the common people heard him 
gladly. 

Kingland. J. C 
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WALKS OF USEFULNESS. 



WALK I. 

On the conduct of IHogenet^^Wklk in 
search of a Wise Man^^ConversatioM 
mih a Beg^ar^^^ Watchman. 

Jk FEW evenings ago I was €OATer;&i|^ 
^sith sonae friends, on the strange conduct 
jrf DiogeneS) the Cynic philosopher, who 
went at high noon into the maricet'^place at 
Athens, with a lighted candle and lantern in 
Us hand, and who, when asked what he 
sought for, answered— )an honest man! 
When I went to hed, I first dreamed of 
Diogenes, and then supposed, that I set 
out upon a similar excursion along the 
streets of London. I accosted the first per* 
son I met, and inquired whether he had 
worshipped his God that morning. He 
Ibluntly told me he had not; upon which 
I replied. You are not a wise man; for 
you have neither thanked God for preserv- 
ing you the past night, nor solicited his 
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WALK I, In aearch of a wbe Mao. 

9i«il€btien and ^reelloa during^ liite dftf. 
4rod maif thereby be provoked to protect 
fon fm-mort ; $mA he anay^pevmit you -to 
make sbiae losiag ^af^ains ia bOatifeatf t9- 
day ; for he whi>' tmgti to liiaown under- 
atafi^gin any mitteris:a'fooly aine^ ^ 
night ha^e had the lod -^ kiftttite wisdMR^ 
to teach him to trasitact his buaiiuess widi 
dhcretion ; wherefore^ frieodj be wifetey and 
consider those thmfSb < r 

After thk I moved forward ^to a'Mcdnd 
lierson, of whom I inquired, whether he 
had read any part of the Scrj^ures to^^agr ? 
M09 said he { 1 have not seen a bibie since 
last Sunday. Then, friend, said I> you haire 
not obeyed the counsels of wisdom; for 
ahe recommends waiting daily at her gates9 
and listenmg to her instruct&ons. He as* 
aiired me he had no leisure for s^uch matters. 
I. asked if he ever found leisure to attend 
to his business, or to keep his books ? Yes, 
Bure; for wiei^e I not to do that, my family- 
would sulfer. Ayei but if you neglect the 
'Other, your own soul will suffer, and be 
ruined for ever. He shrugged lip his shoul- 
ders, and walked oifF, 
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WALK L Beggar. 

I then stopped a man who was ranwig 
along full speed. When he stood stiJI> I 
perceived he was almost out of breath* I 
made bdki to ask hnn why he made such 
haste ? He said, he was afraid he should be 
too late at market, and that his neighboura 
Trould have bought up every thing. Now 
friend, tell me. Was you, ever as much in 
eameat after Qod and etevnal life ? On hear*- 
ingthe question he was for runnkig oif, 
without making any answer, but I detained 
him^ till he confessed he had never been 
much concerned either to seek God, or ob- 
tain eternal life; that other pursuits en- 
grossed all his attention. But, said I, you 
can have no other pursuit of so much im- 
p(^tance as to have the enjoyment of God*s 
friendship, and the hope of eternal life. 
That may be all very true ; but to market I 
must run just now. And away he went in 
great haste. 

The next person with whom I engaged 
in conversation, was a poor nxoo^n, sit- 
ting by the way-side. I inquired, how long 
he had been in the practice of begging. 
More tlian twenty years, said he. And pray 
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WALK I. Watchman. 

how much of these twenty years has been 
employed in begging spintual and eternal 
riches *from God ? Very little, indeed, said 
the poor man. What account will you be 
able to render to God for. having begged so 
long, and with such earnestness for a few 
pence, while you neglected to solicit him 
to pardon your sins, to sancUfy your soul, 
and to give you an inheritance among his 
people ? Here he shook his head, and said, 
I know not. Before I leave you, listen to 
this advice: seek not only, for the bread 
that perishes with the using, but for that 
also which endureth to everlasting life. 

Determining not to be idle, I looked 
round, in ordipr to fix upon some, person 
with whom I might next converse. Ob- 
serving a WATCH MAK moving slowly along, 
I went forward to him, and inquired what 
he had been about, for he seemed much fa- 
tigued. No wonder I am fatigued, said he, 
faavmg been on ; watch the whole ctf last 
night, which was both cold and boisterous. -- 
Well, friend, said I, tell me what occupied 
your thoughts most» during the long and 
tedious night? I thought chiefly how I 
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might keep myself dry and warm. But did 
you think nothing of the dark and doleful 
night of death ! No, sir, indeed 1 did not. 
But you must think of it soon, for I see 
there are gray hairs here and there upon 
your head. Upon which he took off his 
hat, and combed down his hair with his fin- 
gers ; but made no reply. 

Now do converse with me, friend;! 
shall not detain you long from breakfast.—- 
Tell me, do you ever look up to the starry 
heavens, to view them as proclaiming the 
glory of the great Creator and Supporter ? 
Indeed, sir, to tell you the truth, I never 
thought much about these things ; only I 
sjud one ni|^ht to my neighbour, Tom Thel- 
lison, that I wished all the stars were so 
brought together as to make one tolerable 
moon that would shine every night for us ; 
and Tom said it was a happy thought. Are 
you not very thankful when the moonlight 
nights arrive ? Indeed I am, said the watch- 
man. But had you always moon-light, you 
would, perhaps, not be thankful for it one 
minute during the three hundred and sixty- 
five nights of the year ; so God teaches us 
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VTALK I. WatefaiMM. 

^e value of some of his merGtea, by de- 
priving us of them for a while. Instead of 
murmuring against God for withdrawing 
his moon from us now and then, we should 
rather thank him that he does not with« 
draw the sun for the half of every month. 
Were he to do so^ this would be a much 
more gloomy world than it is. ^ 

You watch the street^ lest the inhabitants 
should be robbed of their property^ do you 
Aot I To be sure ; I am not watching to 
prevent the houses running away. Be se* 
rious, friend, are you ever afraid of being 
robbed of your soul's happiness? Who 
can rob me of that ? The Devil. How ? 
By keeping you from serious thoughts] 
about it, from reading the Scriptures, from 
hearing the Gospel preached ; that when 
you die he may get your soul to his awful, 
prison of helL If you were once acquaint- 
ed with God, he could make your watch- 
box a kind of Bethel, as a house of God, 
and gate of heaven ; then, instead of long- 
ing 'for morning light, you would wonder 
how soon the darkness passed and was 
gone. If that were the case, said he, I 
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WALK IL Udf. 

should b« a mueb happier mm tban I «lbi 
at present^ fin* in the«e long niglitB I be* 
come tired^ aiid fretful, and as angry as a 
tiger, and I g<» heme to scold my wifi^, and 
that makes us all miserable and unhappy i 
for by my tesage of her, 1 teach her to 
scold me as 1 scold her. Go home aoWf 
^aid I, and think upon these things. He 
took my adyice^ and irent awiy v^iT 
tiboughtfoL 



♦ WALK II. 

Corrversatitm voith a Juady^-^-a Mira^yman 
-»^ Mble'Catcher-'^Boy and J3ir<Pa-'neat 

• 

THE Srst person I met on walking a little 
dutance from LoAdon, was a Lik^BT, elegant* 
ly dressed, who i^s almost afraid to let het* 
feet touch ^e ground. Madam, said I, ex« 
cuse me, if I ask, Whut employed your 
thoughts this momilig, before you lefii 
home} fliivsaidaheiillmustteUyouyl 
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WALK II. LMdy. 

have beeh thinking it great deal about a 
Ibolish mantua*makery who has completely 
spoiled my gown. But, in a moriiing, 
should not some more important matter en- 
gage our attention? Such, for example, 
as the worth of the soul, the glory of Qod, 
the value of a Saviour, the morning of the 
resurrection, a judgment to come, Sec. I 
This made her serious for a moment; but 
by forcing a little courage, she asked, with 
a sneer, if we'wei^ always to be thiiiking 
about these things? In heaven, said I| 
they are always contemplatbg the thitigs 
of God, and they ttre far from being unhap* 
py. If we do» not think always of them> we 
should certai|)ly think sometimes, ai^d nq 
time mote p^roperthan in the morning} when 
we are entering upon a new day ; it would 
prepare our miinds for repelBng the temptan 
tions and escaping the snares to which we 
may be exposed during the day ; it might 
furnish suitable and useful matter for con-i 
yersation with friends whom we may meet. 
• But, Sir, said she, I do not like to think 
of such tilings ; and though I did, I should 
not know what to think of them> for I know 



WALK n. Lady. 
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but little of then\. J perceive^ Madam^yo^ 
stand in need of a new heart suid a new spi« 
tit from God; without these, fou cannot 
see thp glories . of the EUng, or the king;- 
diwOL of, God., Theo, according to your ac- 
count of me) I am bljjnd* Yes, Madame 
and .would to God you l^iew it} Then 
VQirfd you GQjne. to Jesus in prayer, to 
open the eye^ of your understanding, that 
yovL might behold the wondrous things 
contained in .his law. After this, you 
would order the fashions and follies of this 
vain.. warld to . retire to the liack ground ; 
then you would 6e desirqus to obtain wis- 
doan from God, wjio has promised to be- 
stow this blessing on them ^ho seek it of 
hiiiK Do you then consider me as a fool, 
Sir ? I do not consider you as possessed 
9f.that true wisdom .that, cometh from 
aboT^« Pray, Madam^ did you ever laugli 
in the theatre, attheir droll representatio<v|i 
of drunkenness and debauchery ? To be, 
sure I ha:Ve i. ax\d were the .gravest pU-, 
loaopher in Europe there, he would laugh 
too. Well^ Madame, by your own^cpnfessioA 
you mft)c.e.a jest j^f sinj ^d GqjI pronouoce^ 
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•11 fools who do so* If you were pn*eaeQt 
yourseU^ said she, be who you may* my 
word for it, y<Kt 'Would laugh as hseartily 
as any person in the house. Lest I. should 
do so, 1 will not ^ ; for I am taught to 
pray unto God^^^Lead me not into tempta-* 
tion ; consequently I •must net ruah kito it 
myself. Likewise, when .a person has fre<» 
quently laughed at a vice, he will Aot af- 
terwards hold it • in great abhorre&ce. 
These theatrical repa^tfsentatums ruin the 
morals of the age, ajnd brmg downjudg* 
ments on th# jiation. Stop I stop 1 you^ are 
carrying the matter too lar ; for if you go 
on wkh that kind of reasonings you will 
make us out* to be a very wicked nation 
indeed^! Yes, Madam, we ar^ a sinful Ra- 
tion, a people laden with iniquity. Pray 
where have you come from this morning ? 
said the lady. I have come, Madam, from 
my closet, where I poured out my soul 
unto my God, beseeching him that he 
would enable me to da some good to-day 
in the world ; and by this conversation I 
am desirous of doing good to you ; and that 
you may be prevailed on to cease to do 
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WALK II. Nuweryroan. 

eyil, and may learn to do well. Upon 
this a young lady came frisking along^ and 
calling out to the person with whom I 
was conversing, Oh, Madam, I ain glad I 
have met you ; the company are all wait- 
ing and wondering what has detained you ! 
On which the lady walked off to her com* 
pany. 

A NURSERTMAW was the next that attract- 
ed my attention. He was carrying a num- 
ber of young trees under his arm. I ask- 
ed where those trees grew. He told me 
they had grown in his master's nursery. 
Is it not wonderful, said I, that such trees 
should grow at all! No, said he, our 
ground is remarkably good, and we give it 
plenty of manure. True, friend ; but both 
the ground and manure are dead ; is it not, 
therefore, wonderful, that they can send 
up such ^ beautiful trees, bearing flowers 
and fruit f All good ground does that, said 
he. Very true, but supposing that not 
one tree or shrub, or any thing had risen 
out of the ground from the beginning of 
ihe world till the present day, and that now, 

B 

Digitized by Google 



WALK n* Nuneiyman. 
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for the first tim^, we had observed all these 
thbga springing up from the earthy what 
ishould we have thought ? Indeed, sir, I 
cannot teil, perhaps we should have thought 
that there were a number of ingenious peo- 
ple Qndftr ground sending them up ; andf 
probablf , curiosity wouM have prompted 
us to have dug down and examined the 
cause. Then you will allow that some Be- 
ing sends the plants up ? Surely, sir, 
and it must be God ; for all the gardeners 
in the universe could not make a tulip. 
Well said, gardener ! you are the wisest 
man I have met with to-day. 

Can you inform me, gardener, how many 
different kinds of flowers there are ? No, 
I cannot, for they are innumerable ; there 
is not a man alive who has seen them all ; 
and we are getting new flowers from abroad 
every year. Do you think that any garden- 
er could invent a new flower, completely 
different from all that God has formed ? 
No, I believe not ; for variety is exhausted. 
But could not God produce in a moment as 
great ^ variety as he has done already, 
perfectly different from all which at present 
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WALK II. 



exist ? No doubt be could ; for no bounds 
can be set to infinite wisdona and ipomer. 
He could create a thousand worlds in the 
twinkling of an €fy as large as this one, 
afid not two of them in the least resembling 
each other. Did fou ever reflect, garden* 
OT) that it requires the same power to de» 
9troy a world that was requisite to pro*, 
duce it i Noy I do not diink i ever did ; 
but I perceive it tnust be so ; for thought 
all the fnen in the world were to set about 
destroying it, tihey could only dig a few 
holes in it, which w<ould -soon be filled witk 
water, and then they must gWe over dig- 
ging. But he who said, ^ Let tthere be 
light, and there was light,' could have said 
again, Let 4liere be no light, and instantljs 
there would have been nothing but dark- 
ness. Do you think that God alone can 
change the heart ? Here he said, emphatic 
caily, I am sure none else can, for I hav» 
o^en atteinpted, but in vain, to change my 
heart ; nor can any man do it for me, but I 
went to God, and tbe old heart melted 
down before him, and he ga;9« me a heart 
to fear. and love him. Thus I found the 
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gardener a much wiser man than at the be- 
giiming of the conversation I expected to 
^d him. 

A man near me was telling uiother that 
he was a mols-catcher. Turning about 
to him) I said, Friend, yoa will be able to 
tell me whether it be a true report that I 
have heard of the mole, that it hath no 
eyes. Oh, said he, that is all false ; their 
eyes are small, but they can see as well as 
you or I ; indeed I sometimes think they 
both see and hear too well, for 1 find it very 
difhcult to get.hold of them. 
' The Bible declares that all men are bom 
blind ; do you consider that a true report ? 
Not I, said he, it 1 ' almost the reverse ; for 
there are very few bom blind. Dou you not 
think that some men are blind to their own 
interest ? Yes, said he, many, and I am one 
myself; for had 1 taken my father's advice, 
and gone to the business which he recom- 
mended, I might have been riding to-day in 
my carriage. WelU that is a proof of blind- 
ness as it respects the things of this life ; 
but do you not tlunk that all men are by 
nature blind to the importance and glory of 
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the things of God ; blind to the worth of 
the soul) the beauty of holiness, and neces- 
sity of a Redeemer ? Did you ever know 
one who naturally preferred these things to 
the vanities of this world ? Such a one, said 
he, would be fit to be placed in a museum 
of curiosities. Take care, then, friend, that 
you be not more blind than the mole, to your 
own immortal interests. Looking to his 
companion, he said, What do you think of 
all this divinity ? Is not the man perfectly 
sound ? Yes, said he ; and if he be right, 
you and I are both wrong. 

Looking about me 1 perceived a little 
BOT carrying a biri>'s-N£ST. Persuaded 
that the soul of this boy was as valuable as 
the soul of an emperor, I considered it 
my duty to endeavour to be of service to 
him. For this purpose I asked him, what 
he carried in his hand. A bird's-nest, said 
he, smiling. Who made that nest ? A 
bulfinch. Who taught it to make the nest 
so neatly ? It's father, I suppose, said the 
boy. No such thing ; for ail the bulfinches 
in the world build them exactly in the 
same manner ; and the young ones build 
Bd 
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their first ne9t as neatly as the old ones 
build their last. Now, arf» not the oldest 
scholars at your school better readers than 
those who «ame to school last week ? Yes^ 
surely, said he : who was it then, be asked, 
who taught the bulfinch to build its nest ? 
It was God ; and he will teach you to do 
greater things than he teaches the bul&nchy 
if you get acquainted with him* 

But is it not cruel to take away the nest 
from the bulfinch ? No ; what cruelty is 
there in it ? When you go to your bed- 
room to-night, should you find that some 
person had run off with yonr bed, wo^ld 
you not be sorry ? The poor bulfinch wiU 
not have a nest to sleep in to-night, becaune 
you have taken it away ; she will Ukewijse 
have to lament the loss of her young ones, 
and were you now near her, you would bear 
her utteiing some doleful notes, lamentiiii: 
oyer a lost nest, and a lost family* On 
telUng him these things, the tears cain^ 
trickling down his cheeks. I see, said J^ 
yoiU are weeping because you injured th^i 
bulfinch ; did you ever weep because yoi( 
have offended your God, who &,y^ you lUk^ 

Digitized by Google 



25 

WALK IL Angler. ' ' 

' knd health, and every good thing that ever 
you had? Go home, and get • acquainted 
-with Testis Christ the Saviour of sinners^ 
and through him you shall obtain pardon of 
afl your sins, and he will wipe away^ for 
ever, all tears from your eyes. 

Perceiving a man anoling at a little 
distance, I hastened towards him. To in- 
troduce a converaation, 1 inquired whether 
«he had caught many fish this morning.. 
> No, said he, they will not take the bait. 
"Did you ever hear of people being sent 
out to fish for men ? No, said he, smiling. 
What I have you never read in the New- 
Testament that Jesus said to his disciples, 
I will make you fishers 6f men ? Yes, 
'said he, I have, but I never knew the 
•meaning of it. The Son of God pitied 
man, and provided a net, called the GospeL 
'With this net he sent his apostles into all 
the world, that by means of it they might 
drag, or compel men to come out of the 
kingdom of darkness into that ot^ God^s 
dear Son. Their preaching' the G-ospel 
might be con>pared to throwing a net into 
the sea, and every sinner that believed their 
B 4 
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iBessage^ resembled « fish cau^t in tlieir 
kindly net Many who heard them» were 
M f>ellictMit to Teceive the tniths they 'Aft- 
UveFedy as ^e €ahes in the liyer are to 
take your bsit. You fish {or the deautic* 
tion of animala, but they preached fior the 
salvatioii of men. 

How long, said he, did these apostles 
continue to fish for men ? To the day of 
their death, said I, and they left their net* 
the bible, behind them in the world, which 
has continued to catch men for more tha& 
seventeen hundred years, and shall not be 
withdrawn from the world, till the Son of 
God -shall return to receive all who have 
been caught, into Us everlasting habitft- 
tion ; and, my friend, allow me to assure 
you, that you will never be happy till thia 
blessed net gets hold of you. Pray, said I, 
have you an apostolic net ? Yes, I have^ 
said he. Well, go home and examine it ; 
the instant you truly understand it, you 
will find your heart caught by it. 

I hope that on going home he looked in- 
to the Scriptures with new eyes. 
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IValk in BiahofiagatC'ttreet'^Converaation 
Vfith two gentlemen"*^ FUh^woman'-^ 
ji Goldamith'^^ Physicittn-^A Jev)"-^ 
JFop'-^A Carman^ 

WALKING along Bishopsgate-sti'eet tlm 
morning, I observed two gentlemen stand- 
ing as if amazed, at something that had 
happened. Pray, gentlemen, said I, what 
is the matter ? On which one of them in- 
formed me that a genteel dressed man had 
hastily come up to him, and tipping him on 
the shoulder, had said, Pray, Sir, did you 
ever thank God for the use of your reason ? 
No, said I, not particularly. Well, said he, 
do it now, for I have lost mine. On which 
he walked off with great speed. 

Gentlemen, said I, you will not forgei 
this circumstance soon ; it ought to be a 
memento to you during the whole of life. 
Thankfulness for a blessing, and to use it 
to the glory of the giver, is the best way to 
secure the possession of it. 

I was very much shocked during the time 
of this conversation, by observing a fish- 
B 5 
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WOMAN skinning alive eel with the greatest 
unconcern. On inquiring how she could 
be so cruel as to perform that operation 
while the creature was alive ; Pho ! said she, 
they are quite accustomed to it, for I do it 
every day. But not to the same eels, said 
I. No, that is true. Think then, how you 
should like to hare your skin torn fron\ 
your flesh whilst you were alive. Could 
that poor helpless animal speak, it would 
call out, Ob, murderer ! Oh, the pain, tor« 
ment, and misery i am suffering ! Hather 
cut off my head> and kill me outright I i 
am willing to be a dinner for any man, but 
Oh, do not torment me 1 The woman 
threw down the eel, and asked me who I 
was ; for she never heard a man express 
pity for an eel before. I fear, added she, 
you have prevented my skinping any more. 
A man came to tlie stall, and asked for a 
skiqned eel, there is one half-skinned, you 
can £inish the work yourself. He paid for 
It, and took it away. 

So you are a goldsmith, said I, to a Qtiaa 
who was listening to our conversation? 
Yes, I am, replied he. I then inquired, if 
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all hk gold wa^ equally good when brought 
to him. No, said he, there is some of k 
Tcry bad mdeed. Pray what do you do 
witli the bad gold I We refitie it in the {Ur^ 
tiace. Well, friend, remember this, said I, 
your wcork, as a refiner, is emblematical of 
\rhat God is doing every day to his people ; 
he is purifying them in the furnace of afflie- 
tion, taking away ail ^eir dross and tiny 
their corruptions, and dieir «infui Incttna* 
tions. 

Goldsmith, can you change capper into 
gold { No, I cannot. I should be a rich 
man if I could. Well, think of Ihe power 
of him who can maike a wicked man arhcAy 
man, a careless man thoughtful, an infidel 
a believer. This is a work no less wonder- 
iiil than changing copper into gold, or tin 
into silver. Examine also whelher, in the 
sight of a heart-searching God, you may 
be called a copper or a gold man. 

Wlule we were conversing, a man came 
bounce against me with such violence that 
he almost knocked me down, and ran on, 
without taking the least notice of what he 
had done. Ob, said a person present, I 
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fancy w»*\ '" ^hat a mercy, said I, i^ 
^^' "Treverytn^i-asaseagertorui 
^°^^^ «.anof sinvtoobumthe marvel 

^-^*^<2X>se to openprhon door., ad 
came ontlK5 c^ .^ from their coniuj 
to set prisonimi^^e ate so enatnouw 
mcnt; but multitu3S||uh they are bouni 
with the chains with whlS|^^eUve ranee 
that they will not accept o^hjtthc Stf 
; But remember, ray iriends, «iW^^^- 
i make you free, ye shall be free irn 
I There I says the goldsmith, there 

I vHYSiciAN, you had better give him a ^ 
^ of advice, for he requires it as muc h as 
one. I went and asked him if be had e 
cured any of his patients. Yes, ^said 
thousands ! Now, answer this yinqiii 
Have you cured yourself? Myself ['^ 
no disease, nor ever had. Is your sou! 
in good health ? It has no pulse, sir 
shall I know whether it is whole . or 
Very easily ; think whether it be a 
soul or not ; whether it is seeking a^ 
heavenly wisdom, as for hidden treasuTi 
whether it. has an appetite for the bread 
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UfC) &c. Po you ever pi^ tp Godt >^^ ^ 

NO) I do not 'f I am kept so busy night aii4 

■I day^ that I h^ye np time for it. Have you 

^ HUure tp eat, sir ? 0> ye8> or else I shai^ld 

[c starve. If your spul was in healthy or hojy^ 

^ you W9uld not (nd it more dif&cult to ob- 

^^ t^n leisure to pray than to fin4 time to eat. 

^^. X}o you ^vcr 50 to a place of wpr^hj^ 0> 

.^ no ; you know physicians are ^sp^u^dTiCrai^ 

/that8eryi<;je. Sy whom? By the common 

i consent of mimkind. But does God dia- 
pense with their attendance on his ordinan- 
ces ? As for that, I know nothing $d)out it. 
Poor physician ! to you the health of others^ 
'^ ^V perhaps rather the gold of others, if 
^ ^ \re yalu^le thau the life 9^d health of 
h as ^ owu 3oul* Think whfkt a man jhall 
^^'^ ^^ profited though he gain the wholf» 
^^ .9d4) if he lose his own s^ui. Oh, sir, 
^y^^^^ hpf it is uot the money, it is.the life 
bsidth of the p^tiei^t that engages m^ 
^^ jH constantly. Do not t^U me so ; for if 
I* jfa reward was given for your atte^odance, 
^u would find many excuses for attending 
a ^Qur patiems less frequently. I request- 

^% him totBk^ nptilce of some i^es that 

5ur^ 

•ead - r- \ 
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were passing ; Do not jou observe, said 1, 
stupidity in their countenances ? God com- 
pares man in his natural estate to that stu- 
pid animal. See I these asses neither know 
the way they ought to go^ nor are they will- 
ing to go as the man directs them. In this 
they are a striking ^representation of vain 
manr:^>|io would be wise, though bom like 
the wito^ss' colt. 

Now, sir, r can inform you of a physi- 
cian who can cure hardness of heart, sin- 
ful propensities, &c. to whom you would 
do well to apply for a cure of all those in- 
veterate diseases ; and remember, he de- 
mands no remuneration for the cures he per- 
forms. Ue is Jesus of Nazareth, the Son 
of God, and Prince of life. Here ended our 
conversation. 

There was a J w walking at a little, dis- 
tance, dressed in a black velvet cloak. I am 
happy to see you this morning, said I to him. 
Why so ? said he. Because you are a de* 
scendant of faithful Abraham, who was th«^ 
friend of God ; and the book which 1 va«ii 
lue above rubies was written by men of youiB 
nation. My Saviour also was your couiv 
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trytnan, according to the flesh ; and it was 
your countrymen, who brought to us Gren* 
tiles the glad tidings, that there is salva- 
tion through Jesus, unto the whole world. 
These are some of the reasons why I am 
glad to see you. He thanked me, and was 
walking off; but 1 walked along with him^ 
and inquired if he had a copy of the Scrip- 
tures. He said he had not ; on which I 
took out a bible, and presented it for his 
acceptance ; he received it gratefully. I 
informed him that the book I had given him 
contained the New as well as the Old Tes- 
tament ; the former of which I begged him 
to read without prejudice, and to compare 
its contents with the predictions in the Old 
Testament, respecting Messiah and his 
kingdom. If he did so, I expressed a hope 
that God would thereby grant him repent- 
ance, to the acknowledgment of the truth. 
Repentance ! said he, of what ? Of your 
having denied that Jesus is the Messiahy 
and of all your ungodly deeds that you have 
committed. Read particularly the gospels, 
the Acts of the Apostles, and the epistle of 
Paul to the Hebrews, who himself was a 
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converted Jew. If you are ignorant of your ! 
own scriptures^ your unbelief vM^t arise 
from listemng to the rm tiraditioiis of your 
uninspired Rabbies. It is of infinite im- 
portance to you to know whether God has 
or has not yet sent his Son tfito the woiid ; 
your eternal eonditkm depends upon youp 
rejecting or crediting t^at important fact ; 
for if you believe not that Jesus is the 
Christy you shall die in your sins ; and the 
wrath of God, in consequence of diemii 
sliall abide on you for ever. He seemed 
to listen to till I said : but would not conti- 
nue the conversation. 

A FOP came strutting along at this very 
moment : as he passed, I whispered into 
his ear) We must all appear before the 
judgment-seat of Cltfist. He looked behind 
with such astonishment, that two men in« 
quired what i had said to him ; upon which 
I repeated the scripture declaration, That 
we must all appear befoi^e the judgment- 
seat of Christ, assuring them that the Lord 
was at hand, that he was ready to judge 
the quick and tiie dead. After civilly tihank- 
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ing Hie for my remark^ tbejr walked off to- 
.gether* 

A rARMAN cruelly lasking an old horse, 
vltracted tlie attentioa of many, some of 
^hom declared that the man was a greater 
l»rute than the horse. Whh all his lashing, 
the creature could not move any &ster, for 
his load was toe heavy for him. I asked 
the man how long he had had that horse. 
He said fifteen years. How eruel, I said, 
to lash an oM and £aithfttl servant, especial* 
ly when he is still exerting his utmost 
strength to serve you. G/od is not so hard 
a master to you, though, probably, you do 
not serve him with all your might, as the 
horse does you. To this he replied, that 
he served God as well as he oo«ld. O, no, 
my friend, there is not a man on earth does 
that. Referring the matter in dispute to 
the bystanders, I said, Friends, do any of us 
think as much Of God as we might ? Do 
we converse about the things of God as 
oft^n as we might ? Do we read his word 
as often as we might ? No, no, called out 
almost every person around. And yet God, 
said I, gives us food, raiment, health, and 
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'many other blessings^ which should teach 
us to cultivate merciful dispositions to- 
ward man and beast That is all good 
Gospel the man is telling you, friends, said 
an old woman. Yes, said I ; and if you will 
stop a minute, I shall tell you still better 
Gospel. Upon hearing this, the ring of 
people that surrounded me drew in a little 
closer, when I told them that God had so 
loved the world that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth on 
hhn should not perish^ but have everlast- 
ing life ; that there is, therefore, now, no 
condemnation to them that believe in Jesus, 
&c. On saying this, a constable came up 
and desired the people to disperse, fbr they 
80 crowded the pavement that the passen- 
gers could not get along. So every one 
went about his own business ; and I retired 
fatigued to my own lodgings, but pleased 
with the opportunities of iioing good dur- 
ing my w^lk. 
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Arrival of an Exfireas—The Locksmith — 
Self^eflections — An Old Soldier. 

AS I passed the post'*of&ce this morn" 
ing, an exprbss arrived with news from 
abroad. Hundreds collected in a trice, to 
obtain the earliest informattbn respecting; 
the' contents of the express. While ther 
were all anxiously wailing, I called aloud 
that I had good news to tell, in which they 
were all deeply interested. One demanded 
to know from whence I had the news. I 
replied, From heaven I On which many re- 
tired, thereby intimaUngrthat they ^]ad no 
desire to healr any thing from that quarter. 
However, I called out with a loud voice, 
That God had proclaimed peace with, men 
upon earth, notwithstanding theii: rejbellioujs 
conduct towards him ; and that he had sent 
his own Son to die for their oiTei^ces, ou 
purpose to reconcile them to his friei\dship 
and govfcmment. Indeed, my friends, .said 
I, he laid upon him our guilt, and by his 
stripes alone we can be healed. Be yc 
r 
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therefore in frieBdihip with God; throw 
down the weapons of your rebellion^ and 
make his will your jrqle for the future ; then 
you shall be happy in life, at deaths during 
aU the solemnities of the judgment-day^yea^ 
for erer and ever i Now, gentlemen, I have 
done ; .for I do not wish to prevent jqut 
healing, the news brought by the king's 
messenger ; but 1 judged these few hints 
might be of use to you through life* The 
whole C(Mnpany behaved very civilly^whidi 
encouraged me to proceed in my exerttoois 
to do good to the souls of m.en* 

Observing a man on Fish*street hill, gaz- 
ing at some prints in a window— Tell me, 
frte«d, said I, your occupation. I make 
^6eSLS and hin«M> said h^. Locks ! What 
is Hie reason why there is such a demand 
for tocks? because there are so many 
thieves, to be sure. Do you think locks 
wilt be necessary in heaven ? No, I 4ftre 
say not, for tlifere are none but honest, up- 
right people th«re. Why are there so many 
bad people here 1 1 know not why, but I am 
certain there are, for our prisons are aU 
full. Adam surely was not created with a 



,d by Google 



WALK IV. U/ekmMu 



thisvib^ dispositioim^^Qt ^taii prevailed 
on hkn to jOh ag^ftt Goi, wAi tiiat robbed 
himr of his rpikfify aiid pdrfecllon-M:hen xtien 
beoAme fiatefdi audJiaten ^ each other; 
andf wherever tliere i« no kive to Crod or 
ihan la tte h^^dfty peityplt' will sooa think 
there ik Ihtle harm in de&audi^t* each otheir. 
Consequentfyy said' thd ihithi till men be- 
ao/Ok^ better wd must contitiQe making 
lodtS) and good ones t^o^ lor thd' thieves 
ace ea escpert that they" find nieaaa to pick 
almost any lock, and khai!rgh they be hang- 
ing them every «i^nfCh| ^ei^ i^ always a 
niB# generation of them comes- forward* 
Yesf my frieitd^ as^ such geriei^tions will 
condnue to spnng up until the knowledge 
of the hotd shall covter the earth as the wa* 
ters cover the sea. But what shall poor 
lock<fm^er» do in th^e days I They must 
dead buckle-makem did when bu<ikle«weht 
out of fashion. Why, wliat did they do ? 
They leanied other tradies. 

You mentioned, friend, did you not, that 

ybu^ also make hingect I Yes, many a hinge 

I have made ; ntore I dare say than ever I 

^«il miake agairi. So* you do not expect to 

c 2 
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l|ve as loDg.in the woHd as you have done I 
No, indeed, I dp itot, for you will observe I 
am growing, an old man. Where do you 
ejtpect to b^, aft^ you are gon^ from mis 
life ? My Mak^r knows, but I do not. Are 
you anxious about what shall be the stateuof 
your soul after death ? Sometimes I am a 
good deal, so.; And what relieves you of 
your anxiety ? Nothing ; I just forget the 
matter by . other things coming into my 
mind. Bujt do you think this is wise con- 
duct?. Perhaps not, but what can! do? 
^ould to God, that you knew you could do 
nothing for your salvation, and believed that 
God had such compassion on helpless man, 
that he sent his Son both to do and to die for 
them. O sir, said he, how shall I become ac- 
quainted with these things, for I am far from 
being a happy man, though I confess to you, 
I spend a great part of my time in the tap- 
room. Have you a bible, and can you read ? 
Yes, both, sir. Let it be your great con- 
cern to become acquainted with your bible, 
it will fully inform you of all these things ; 
and when you see a door upon hinges, 
ask yourself, Is that door a representatioi^ 
of me, moving backward and forward, but; 
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making no progress ? Do I make progress 
in the knowledge, in the love and service 
,of Jesus Christ ? . 

On leaving the locksmith, I felt a little 
fear and shame, and . indisposition to pro- 
ceed in the good work ; but the following 
meditations relieved me : 
. The soul of man is to exist for ever in 
happiness or misery ; thousands of these 
people who are passing along are ignorant 
of the way of peace. If I am instrument 
tal in bringing any of them to a knowledge 
of the Saviour, they will bless God for ever 
that I conversed with them in the street. 
God sees me ; he approves my work ; his 
grace is all-sufficient.— I shall soon h^ve 
done with this world .-^-^ All who arc npw 
walking about, will soon form part of the 
nations under ground. Some friends whom 
I esteem, will perhaps laugh at m^ as an eCf 
centric character, as one who transgresses 
the bounds of order and decorum. But I 
thought— were those houses on the oppo* 
^ite side of the street on iire, though a gen-i 
tleman cleaned usit his feet on the scraper, 
tfeough he should jump in at a windowjt 
c 3 

- ^ Digitized by VjVJ^^VIC 



4ft 

WALK nr. Old B oWier. 

rush into a rootny and drag (nit the most 
delicate ladies even by the hair of tlieir 
heads, he would not be condemned for rude* 
nesB, seeing he did it to save their liv^s ; 
neither nho^ld my conduct be cohdenmedj 
since 1 do it to sjeive souls. 

I had no sooner made these refliecdons^ 
than 1 marched boldlf up to an old sol- 
dier who was lounging about. I observed 
to him that his dress showed me that he 
had been in the army, and I supposed he 
had seen pretty severe service. Tes, said 
he, I "vrias actively engaged In the "v^ el 
fifty*six. Then he showed me th^ scars of 
sabres, &c. in different parts of his body, 
and one or two wounds from musket shots. 
On seeing these, I said, many of your com- 
pahions must have fallen around you. Yesi 
a great many. Were they ready, think 
you, to appear before God ? O, poor fel- 
lows, many of them had not a moment to 
cry for mercy after tliey had received the 
mortal wound. Do you think it was wise 
to put 6ff crying for mercy till Uiey had 
received their mortal wound ? The event 
shows, «aid he, they had better have begun 
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sooner. Did this lead you to t,vy for mercy 
after the engagement, lest you shoud be 
carried off the next battle ? It did not, said 
he, for we were a set of thoughtless fel- 
lows. We were so familiar with death, 
that we thought nothing of it ; and had we 
thought much on the matter,, we should all 
have become cowards together. Do you 
think that a man who has the fear and lore 
of God. in his heart, and confides in God 
for. every blessing, wjll thereby become a 
coward ? No, said he, I cannot isay so, for I 
recollect a raethodist soldier in our regi- 
ment, who was constantly praying, singing 
hymns, and reading the bible ; that fellow, 
sir, was one of the bravest, as well as so* 
berest men in the army ; he .would volun- 
teer to enter a breach as soon as any man ; 
indeed, he was raised to the rank of ser- 
geant^ by the general, for a brave exploit he 
had performed in the Netherlands: he was 
tlie vejy first man. that scale^ the wall of a 
fortified town, and you know that is not an 
easy business, when there are enemies on 
the top ready to knock you down. 

Providence has been very kind in pre- 
c 4 
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^enriog you amidst so macy datigers— -has 
Ids goodness led you to consider your iray% 
and to turn to him for mercy ? I am not ao 
good yet as I should be. Let me tell y^u, 
way friend, that if you are not a believer ,in 
the Son of God, who came to take away fiiiii 
(which i perceive you are not,) tRft tli6 
•whole guilt of your life still remains chain- 
ed against you in the records of the co^ 
of heaven ; and you must soon appear be<« 
Xore God to answer .for it. Though you 
have been in deaths often^and yet escaped^ 
the time is coming when you must &11 be* 
fere the stroke : wherefore I warn you> as 
a friend to your eternal interests, to pre« 
fiare to meet your God. Look to the Lamb 
4^ God, as he it represented in the Sciip- 
tures, for he alone can take away your goitt. 
The soldier seemed to take my counsel 
in good part, and I retired to my lodgingS). 
as the day was far spent, and the ahadows 
of the evening appeared. 
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Conversation about a Candle and Snuffers"^ 
An often Door^^ Walk in London^mprov 
ed — The Hammer 'maker'-^ A Mtner^m^ 
Show of Wild Beasts. 

. WHILE reading in my parlour^ very 
jBarly this morning, a young man called, who 
I trust is acquainted with divine things. 
We made the candle on my table the sub- 
ject of conversation. We considered it a 
striking image of a christian shining as a 
light in the world. But without applying 
the snuffers, said I, the candle could not 
continue long to bum bright ; nor can the 
tnufifers be of any service, unlestr in the 
hand of one who can apply them to the 
proper purpose. Therefore we considered 
the candle to represent the christian ; the 
snuff in the candle to resemble his dross, 
or corruptions ; the snuffers to be the pro- 
vidences, which, in the hand of God, purify 
the christian, and render his temper and 
conduct in life far more luminous before 
men. This interpretation afforded matter 
for a long conversation ; after which day- 

C 5 Digitized by Vj*^^«^^V It. 



46 

WALK V. 0pm door, Smn^ ^ 

light appearing, tlie youn^ man put an ex- 
tinguisher on our candle. Now, said I, 
you have performed a very significant ac- 
tion. Death is ah extinguisher which God 
puts on the life of mian ; then liis light goes 
out, and shines no more here ; but blessed 
be God, that In a superior world, he causes 
his j)eople to shine as stars for ever and 
ever. 

When going out, the seryant opened the 
door for us, on which I remarked to wy 
companion, what a happy sight an ofeit 
BOOR would be to the poor prisoners in 
Newgate* How grateful then ought we to 
lie, that we can go out and come in at plea« 
sure. Ttt/ly young friend then assured me^ 
he always walked with reluctance along the 
streets of London ; for, said he, the bustle 
and noise hs^ve a tendency to dissipato 
pt>f mind. To wiiich I replied, that many 
things we saw might remind us of import-* 
ant matters. For example, the river might 
remind us of the river of life tliat enriches 
and enlivens the city or church of God, 
These streets might lead our meditations ta 
ib^ streets of tho New Jerysalem.— •Thcs<5 
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dials Upon the steeples^ might remind us pf 
the shortness of time.<p— The bread ib thje 
baker's shop, of the bread of Ufe,-^The sun 
that shines, of the Sun of righteousness.--. 
The multitudes we meet, of the millions 
around the throne.— «The immense varietjr 
of countenances, of the infinite wisdom oS 
the Creator— rThe lanes, the narrow way 
that leadeth unto life, &c. Thus, like the 
bee, we might extract hone^ from every 
flower, and find that things which poison 
others, profit us. My yc^ung friend leit me, 
and I began to look about for work. 

Observing a man who did not seem to be 
much in haste, I walked up to him $ and 
after a little inti*oductory discourse, I learn- 
ed that his chief employment was to make 
large hammers. He told me he could 
make hammers that would break a rock of 
flint at a very few strokes. I asked him if 
he thought they could break a rocky hard 
heart in pieces without killing the man ? 
He smiled at my question, and inquired if 
ever I had heard of such hammers. Yes, 
said I, the hammer of God's word has 
broken many a rocky hcait^ Many who 
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thought they had good hearts, when broken 
by this haifimery trembled to look. at them. 
^Upon saying .so> I asked him, if he had erer 
been uneasy about his heart.. He answered 
'that he never had occasion to be uneasy on 
that subject, for his heart .was as. honest as 
:any msdi's in hisimajesty's dominions. O; 
my friend, your lips betray your character. 
I perceive ydu .have never had a stroke 
from God's hammer. If you die in that 
.state, the stroke of death will be a terrible 
stroke to you ; and remember, that possibly 
God may be at this very moment lifting up 
his hand to lay it on. The man appeared 
evidently under some aUrm, for he asked- 
me what he could do to obtain deliverance* | 
After informing him of Gqd^s amazing love 
to our world, which he has conspicuously 
tnanifested in the gift of his Son, I assured 
him that God commanded. him to, believe in 
Jesii s for the forgiveness of his sins. After 
a little more conversation he walked off. 

A MINER, or. one. who digs, copper ore 
from the bowels of the. earth, was the next 
person whom providence, put in my way. 
I asked how long he had been digging in 
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the mines ? He said, apwatds of Virtnty 
jears. I then iisked him if he had got 
rich ? No, said he> do you ima^e X get 
all to myself that I dig? Indeed I idioiilci 
ftdon be a rich man if that were the case. 
I am.piaid by the w^ek, sir. 1 told him that 
I was acquainted with a mine, containing 
ii1(imense riches, which was free to all^ and 
all the^ dig is their own. That is the mine 
for me, teid he, tell me where it is, and | 
Will Strike work with my present employ- 
ers to-morrow. I told him that the nline I 
referred to was the Gospel, or word of God, 
which contained a pearl of inestimable 
Talue for every one who dug, even inex- 
haustible treasures of wisdom and know* 
ledge, and every needful blessing. Poh! 
eaid he, I have heard of that a thousand 
times. But have you ever searched it for 
bidden treasures I I have so much digging 
of copper for my daily bread, that I have 
little leisure to dig at a book. Ah ! friend, 
you are not wise, for did you know the con^^ 
teats of that divine book, you would prefer 
it to thousands of gold and silver. It ref- 
veals a precious Saviour, and through hioi 
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^ precious redemption^ and in him xnany 
great s^nd precious promises. It enriches 
the soul of every discerning and believing 
reader. I do not desire you to leave your 
mine ; the employment Is lawful, but cleave 
also tp your bible ; its truths will support 
your sinking spirits, and make you leap for 
joy and gladness of heart, even in this mi- 
serable world. It will make you happy at 
home, in the ^line, ^nd wherever you are. 
The man thanked . me, and left me in si- 
lence. I prayed that God might bless the 
copversation to his soul. 

As the clouds began to shower down 
some rain, I stepped into a house where 
WILD BEASTS yfCTc kept. I asked one of 
the keepers if they could tame ferocious 
animals. Sir, said he, we can tame the 
-wildest beast in the world. I told liim that 
an acquaintance of mine Jiad got a wild, wick- 
ed, swearing, lying tongues. Pragr, said I, 
can you tame tongues ? No, said he^ do not 
you recollect w^t the scripture says, that 
uo man can tame the tongueof another man; 
and it i^ very true^ Tasked i^ he ever 
l^eardof one Y/ho. could tame the tongue,^ 
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by changing tke heart ? No^ i never ^. 
Do not 70U think Gfod can do it ? Yesy sure, 
for heisahaiight3ri .Well saiit^ for so:he is» 
The keeper thc^n pokiting to a man at a 
little distance, said, there stand&a poorman 
who is mourning much because he has lost 
his watch this morning. .1 wish you would 
give him some comfort,ibr I fear it will in- 
jurehis heahh. Stepping up to him, t in- 
quired If he.had ever mourned a& sincerely 
for the loss of his* soul ? That matter has 
never given me much uneasiness ; but the 
loss of my watch is a very serious circum- 
stance to iue, for,.said.he, I must be at work 
every niomtng^ precisely, at' six o'clock ; 
now, .wifiiout a watch, tell ,me how I can 
manage that ? Certainly a: watch is of con- 
siderable importance to any man, especially 
to one so circuihstanced as you are^ but 
surely for the soul to be shut out from hap- 
piness, and shut up in hell for ever, is bk- 
finitely more momentous to you than all 
other concerns. Indeed the salvation of 
the soul ought to be the first and great con- • 
ceril of life« The Son of God considered 
it pf such impoitancej that be came into the 
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tUMtldon' purpoBtf t6 nvd solils^: indecfd he 
gsre hift own tdtil a ra6tom fov^die* aouls 
of mdn ; yet itafliiy treiit his sufferings and 
death with such contempt; that tbey'aVe 
never moted with indigxiation aganifit the 
uns. of the aeul> thbiTgh these ruin ita liap^ 
XinesS) and though sin wasth&cftuifc^xif^the 
Soviditr's suflRfringii. 

I then preposed txr thfe c(»tepatii^ who' 
wtfre viewing the wild beSsflltSy that we 
should make xdntribttdon to purchase an* 
other wbtch £m* the poorman. To thxsthef 
all consented) and upwards of two guineas 
weore cc^leccedi with which tWoof sb went 
and purchased a good seooudthand watch^ 
then retorkimg, in the presence of ail the 
company we gave it to the man. Hii'moum- 
ing by tUs means was turned into rejoicing. 
He expressed great thankfulness to the 
company, for their unexpected kindness 
and Uberaiity^ after winch' he retired whist^ 
iibg and singmg as he went. The company 
then declared,- that they had deiived more 
satisfacdon and pleasure^ from the ihcidenti 
of the man and his watch, than from seeing 
all t&e wild beasts. Thus said' I, you ejt* 
• 
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i}» all tlu»r^f<iire r^f^mbisF and imkatetbe 
i^^gn ^kmfti^r aod condact of lesiis, who 
VPWt ^J)put «o]Mi»uaUy d wi^ good ; and * 
vrbo CQ«Mmiid» h]s<{ieople to do good unto 

1 &Iien .TWi{mbAed the ctxropsttf to take 
another Tifiw of the wild beaots^and I urould 
endeaTSour to malDe some nwebd i^maiiEB 
as we went on. Wi^ all mj hearty said 
most o£ tlie xotnpanjr : accordmi^ we pro- 
ceeded. The following wiere Ite princi- 
pal remarks .that ^ocenfred s . 

This house^ in^some degree^ resembles 
Noah's arkysaid I. Only it is ^t afloat) 
added a kdy; and do you thinks said she, 
that in the ark there were as secure dens 
for coQ&iBig the wild beasts as these are ? 
.N09 said I> I rather suppose that the fierce- 
ne» of the anbnals in the ark was sua* 
^pen<led by the God of providence ; but 
^hat after their dismission^ ^eir ferocity 
returned ; and, madam) there are many in 
the world, posses^g much of the nature 
of devils, who ate restrained by the in-' 
fluence of the moral principles which are 
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diffused throughout the vmtlA ; or by re- 
gard to reputation 5 or by the fear. of hu- 
man and 4ivinepunt6h<n)eiit8 ; xrho, if tkese 
'i%fltraint& were taken dBR» ^nrould becoi»e 
vuotbtiotts murdei^rsaiMi plunder^ii. Wit- 
ness the lives of a Nero, a Domitian^ a Ca- 
iigula^ and thousands of otfaers^in-'tntdem 
as well as in ancient times. : indeed every 
man by nature poraesses every kind of 
wickedness in embryo, . Sir> said scyeralof 
•the cofnpany^ if you go on as you have be* 
-gun, yoa will raaOce us out to bea world of 
wild beasts, and we shaU be aJ&aid to tni^t 
ourselves amongst : each other, v I d68il*ed 
them only to istep into JN^ewgate and otkel: 
prisons, and they would find hundreds of 
.their, own species a» comi^etely secured 
with bolts and bars as these lions and tt- 
gers; and there is occasion for it; for were 
these unhappy creatures all. liberated to- 
night, they would instantly begin to plun- 
der and murder their fellpw-creatures,— - 
These men were no worse than others by- 
nature, but perhaps they had no goo^d ex- 
ample, no education, or perhaps they haye 
b;'oken tlirough all restraints, and resolve<i 
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.to «ct ac9ording to the natural bent of their 
■hearts. As all are naturally fond of sugar 
-urhen they taste it/ so is every man natural- 
ly ripe for the commission of any evil when 
it is presented to. him. .Hence mankind in 
general may be compared to so many 
chained lions and tigers. - 

It is happy for us that these beasts are 
.confined ; what incalculable imschief might 
.tl^y do, if they were let loose ; but could 
you change their nature into that of the 
sheep, or even the dog, or the horse, how 
much more serviceable would they be ; 
4n6t6ad of being confined, they might theti 
.'be all employed in. some way or other for 
the benefit of the community. . It is just 
-SO with human nature in its present de- 
praved state. We ought to be thankful 
for human laws, and even for prisons to 
secure wicked men, and to prevent them 
from doing mischief : but werfe their hearts 
changed, instead of being thus confined, 
they might be all employed for the good 
of their fellow*creatures* , This charge 
•God is pleased to produce by the Gospel, 
wherever it is deUrly understood and.cor- 

D 
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dially received. How then ought we to 
pray thftt it may be known, loid its divine 
influence felt by the whole human race ! 



WALK VI. 

TAe River Thame^-^The P^nnoner^^Fc' 
riou9 Character* in the 9treet9 of t/m' 
don^^Man enclo9ing a Garden, 

STANDING by the side of the river 

Thames this morning, I could not help ad» 

miring the immense body (^ water that 

was moving past me, and asked jmyself 

how long this river had continued to run ? 

At least, (thought I,) from. Ae days of 

Noah, which is upwards of three thousand 

vears ago. How vain would it be for any 

^^ to wait in the hope that ail the water 

der ^ p^j^ p^g^^ j^^ consequently be able 

These ). ^j^PQgg jhcn I thought of the 

nature, bui ^i^^t proceeds from the throne 

ample, no edut^ Lamb, the streams wherc- 

b;*oken tlirough i^v of God in every a^^. 

Digitized by Google 



57 

WALK VI# ftreeowletV PwuiomIl v. 

While thus musing;, a mati asked me if 
I wished to cross the river. I told him I 
had no desire to cross this river Thames, 
but that I should be glad to cross the river 
Jordan, in order to reach Immanuei's happy- 
shore. What do you mean \ said the boat- 
man. Mean, why, in plain Etiglish, I mean, 
that I should like better to be in heaven 
than in London, but I know I must first 
cross the Jordan of death before 1 can 
ceach it ; and I dare not cross that river 
vithout a passport from the King of kings. 
The boatman iireiit ofT, wislung ihe a happy 
voyage ; for, he said, he h&d no inclination 
yet to sail along with iae. 

Going along one of the wharfs, 1 found 
a man who seemed unemployed. I in- 
quired how he could support himself with- 
out working. Said be, 1 am a pensioheb. 
So am I, said I, let us therefore sit down 
and hslve a little conversation. According- 
ly when we h&d tal^en our seat, I inquired 
whose pensioner he was ? lie said, his 
majesty's, in Greenwich llospital. You 
had behaved ^eH surely in his majesty's 
seMce, before you could obtain such a pen- 
» 2 
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aion I Yes, sa^ he, I served his majesty- 
more than thirty years, and was in many- 
bard fought acti(»is, yovt may believe. But 
pray, said he, if I may ask, Whose pen* 
sioner are you ? I replied that I was one 
of God's pensioners, and had been so from 
my biftk, and though I have often rebelled 
against him, still he does not strike me ^»!t 
the peauon list. How much, (said he in a 
jocular tone of . voice,) does he give yea ? 
He. gives me a sufficiency of food and* rai- 
ment from day to day ; he gives me air to 
breathe,, a house to dwell in, a bed to sleep 
on, and many other blessings. I have all 
these things too, said the old sailor, biit I 
never, considered myself obliged to God 
lor them* What! said I, did not God 
create all things, and does he not regulate 
all things, and i& it not by his providc^nce 
that any comforts fall to our share ? My 
friend, believe. me, it was God who dispos- 
ed the founders of Greenwich Hospital to 
commence such an institution ; it was he 
uho caused it to succeed ; he knew friom 
the beginning all who should partake of its. 
bounty ; and he inclined the heait&.of the. 
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governors to grant your petition^ when you 
^plied for the pension ^ and the uiBtHutMrn 
iuelf would soon be asmihilatedy if God 
only willed it. Therefore you may see 
t^iat God provides for you as well a« for 
me. This appeared strange doctrine to 
tjie old pensioner, but^he could not deny 
the truth of it. After a little pause^ he 
,l>roke silence, by is^yingylt is very tme^ we 
pfe all dependeiH on the Almighty ; he has 
a lari^ &mily of us to provide k>r. indeed 
I have often wonderedi when I saw a fleet 
taking in sttMreS) whence suph a viwt quan« 
tity of different articles came from* Yes, 
sai4 I^ and your wonder would be increas- 
ed) if you saw piled up in one heap^ all the 
provisions c.Qnsunied by man and beast in 
London only in one day. Perbaps k would 
i^nake a mass not much smaller thsm St. 
Paul's Cathedral. But could you see all 
the provisions consumed by the whole 
\vorld in a d^y^ heaped up together, per- 
^ps they would mi^e a body not smaller 
Uian the Isle of Wigbt; and all these 
thing&were created by God for the support 
o£ man« \Vhat a blessing also is it, that 
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9k\ things absolutelyr necessary for the sup* 
port of humsm life, are created near the 
spot where each man dwells. What a 
misery would it be, if nothing grew for the 
support of human life, except in the wilds 
of Africa, or in the plains of India 1 The 
population of the world would thereby be 
impeded, and the means of support to dis- 
tant climes often interrupted. But there 
is a happy and general distribution of the 
bounties • of Jehovah, for the accommoda- 
tion and comfort of man. Yet, alas I men, 
who are the objects of his goodness, re- 
ceive his blessings without gratitude, or 
even acknowledging the kindness of Ivim 
that feeds them : but the patience of God 
with ungodly men, will not continue al- 
ways 5 for, like • a bear bereaved of her 
whelps, he will come out of his place to 
take signal vengeance on hi* enemies. 
Wherefoi*<i be you, my friend, reconciled 
unto God ; look to him for mercy through 
his Son, for he waits to be gracious. Only 
acknowledge your past iniquity; for he 
asks no more atonement for sin than what 
he has already received from , his beloyed 
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Son, in the room of sinners. Look for for- 
giyeness from God as a favour done you 
only for the sake of his Son Jesus Christ. 

Leaving the side of the river, 1 went in- 
to one of tlie streets which was crowded 
with passengers. I employed myself a 
little in observing the different counte- 
nances of those, who passed. One ap- 
peared in deep thought, as if concerting 
some important . scheme for acquiring 
wealth) another indicated great uneasi- 
ness, as if he knew not where he should 
obtain his next meal ; a third came whist- 
ling and singing, as if he had just learned 
that a fortune had been left him ; a fourth 
was void of expression altogether, as if a 
total stranger to grief or joy, love, anger, 
or any other passion. The next seemed 
so swelled with pride and vanity, that I 
could not behold him without pity. An- 
other came sneaking along, attentively 
viewing every dooi:, window, cart, carriage, 
Sec. as if only in search . pf plunder ; and 
the last I shall mention appeared to be. 
taking a last farewell of his native city, 
ready to embark for some foreign land. 
D 4 
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lieaving London, and seeing a man put- 
ting up a FBNCS ROVND A GARDEN, I ftskcd 

bhn if that was his ordinary employment? 
Tes, said he, I am always securing the gar- 
dens of others. But friend, said I, how do 
you keep the garden of your own heart ? 
do you permit thieves to break ill there ? 
do you allow briars and thorns, and prison- 
ous plants to grow there ? Are you a metho- 
dist? said he, or* what are you ? What is a 
ttaethodist ? Why, said he, a methodist is a 
man that makes too much ado about reli- 
g^ion. What is religion ? tell me that, and 
then we shall see whethier we can make too 
much ado about it. The man, after a little 
pause, confessed he was not very well ver- 
sed in these matters, and begged I would 
answer the question myself. I toldJiim 
that religion consisted in believing, fearing, 
loving, and serving God: the God that 
made us, who supports us, and who will 
soon judge us, and assign to us our ever- 
lasting state. How then can a man make 
too much ado about religion ? I fear few of 
us are sufficiently concerned about it. He 
said, he understood that religious people 
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were the most unhappy creatures in the 
world. No doubt, when they disobey their 
Ood they are very unhappy; but when 
they walk in his fear, they enjoy the com- 
forts of the Holy Ghost, which make them 
happier than any irreligious man ever was, 
or can be, while he lives in rebellion against 
the God that made him. - 

Are you happy ? said I to the man. How 

can I be, while toiling like a slave at this kind 

of work every day, and 1 see no end to it ? 

What do you think would make you happy ? 

Two hundred a year %veuld make me as 

happy. as a prince. Do you imagine th^t 

every per&n is happy who has two hun* 

dred a year I No, indeed i do not ; oay, I 

have heard of people who have had their 

thonss^ds at command, who were more 

miserable than i^yself. How then are you 

certain that you should be happy if you had 

the income you mention ? I do not know, 1 

only suppose I should. Depend upon it, 

said i, witliout the friopdship of God 

through Jesus Christ, you cannot be happy 

in this world or in the world to come ; 

^yherefor© your wishes and effort^ are vai»> 
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if you are only seeking happiness iraai 
things below the sun. The Son of God is 
the fountain of aU felicity ; wherefore, with 
all thy getting, get acquainted with him, 
whom to know is eternal life. Adieu, I 
will not hinder your work any longer- 



WALK VII. 

Conversation Vfiih a Banker^-^Viwi to a 
School for Deaf and Dumb* — To an JEt:^ 
graver and Print-seller — JVallc and Cm- 
versation in Bunhill'Jields^^'fhe Grave- 
Digger, 

I INQUIRED of a BANKER, upon what 
countries he drew bills ? He assured inc 
they could furnish me with bills on most 
civilized countries. I told him, that hea- 
ven was the most civilized country in the 
universe, and as'^ed him if he had any bills 
upon that country. He shook his head, 
and said No. I told him, I was a kind of 
banker my«elf, and possessed an amaziDg 
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number of promissory notes^ given by the \ 
King of heaven, and payable by himself ;r 
and that these were paid on demand in aaf 
counti7 under heaven, whether civilized or 
l>arbarous. He begged a sight of one of 
them : on which 1 took out the Testament, 
and pointed to John xvi. 23. where Jesus 
says, " Whatsoever ye shall ask my Father 
in my name^ he will give it you." This 
wholes book, said I, holding up the bible, 
is full of such promissory notes ; and when 
jnen honour them with their confidence, 
they, bring rich stores of blessings from 
the heavenly Jerusalem. I advised the 
banker, if he desired to be richy to get one 
of tliese bill-books; to keep it in his bo- 
som, and then he would be inferior in rich- 
es to none upon earth. When the friends 
of God are about to prefer a p^ition to 
him, which they do regularly every morn- 
ing and evening at least, they carry along 
with them a few of these bills, that they 
may be sure to ask only for things which 
accord with his viH. When at any time 
they become indisposed tp petition their 
God, they look over tlieir bill-book, which 
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frequently produces a strong desire to pos- 
sess more o£ the henvenly treasure. The 
banker asked, if the king of heaven Was 
always able and willing to answer all de-* 
xnands made upon him ? Perfectly abte ; 
for his riches are inexhausuble, and re- 
semble the bread with which Jesu^ fed the 
five thousand at one time : the more ihey 
eat of it, the more it increased. The trea- 
sures even of the bank of England can ba 
calculated, but the believer's ba&k contains 
countless treasures. For these reasons, 
my friend, i Would advise you to become a 
stock-holder of the bank of heaven, wheffe' 
neither moth nor rust can corrupt, nOr 
thieves break through and steal. Almost 
thou persuadest me to ask for a portion of 
the loan of heaven, said h$. WouM to 
God, friend, that you were not only ^lmost> 
but altogether persuaded to put up your 
request. There is a fixed period allotted 
for receiving petitions; if you continue 
hesitating and idling till the period ^i)ds> 
no interest in heaven or eaith can proCft*re 
a favourable reception to your petitions af- 
ter that. Wherefore, hasten to the Lord 
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while the day of grace continues, for now 
is the accepted time. 

When 1 had finished my business with 
the banker, I went to a school tor dbaf 
AND DUMB cHiLDH^ir. All was silcnt ;. nor 
did one of them observe me come into the 
room, I called out with a loud voice, 
*♦ Whoever of you children come unto me, 
I will give you a guinea." Not one inoved 
his head or eyes towards me : not one hand 
was stretched out for my guinea. Ho(v 
much, said I, to the teacher, these children 
resemble some congregations ot^ the sab- 
bath-day I When they are entreated to re- 
ceive the forgiveness of sins, and eternal life, 
through a crucified Saviour ; all are deaf to 
th€ invitation, all reject the proffered bles- 
sings. Some are asleep ; others are schem- 
ing iibout worfdly things ; and others ima- 
gine they are not of them who are address- 
ed : and so they retire 4s poor as when' they. 
came. . 

liow long will \t be, said I to the teacher, 
before a child will be able to speak and redd 
tolerably well ? A long time; perhaps th!ee 
0r four yegrrs ; they continue long in th<g 
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«mall and 9iinple ifords, before they ad- 

ranee tp the larger and mor^ intricate. 

Tes> said I^ like many professors of reUg^ionj 

.trho continue their whple lives tugging at 

first principles. Indeed^ mapy of these are 

prejudiced against progress in knowledge. 

But a^^ust ii^hat knowledge, said he^ ai-e 

they prejudiced ? Against religioys imcyw- 

ledge, which consists in acquaintance -with 

the nature, plans, purposes, precept^ an4 

promises^ of God< Q, but these differ from 

mostef my scbplars, said he, fortliey are 

anxious to acquire more knowledge; hu% 

1^ they *have not the faculty of hearing;, it iss 

difficult to i^ratify t^eir desire^— I have. 

sometimea seen them weep, because tkey 

could not comprehend what was going fort 

ward in their presence. 1 wish that maay, 

who at^ neither deaf nor dumb, were so 

disposed* Alas, said I, how many among 

lis can sp^ak fluently about trifles, b«it are 

as dumb as your scholars on divine sub-*. 

jects I 

bir, said I to the teacher, you have np 
doubt frequently adnared the po^er of 
Jesus, by vfhich in a moment he opened the 

Digitized by Google 



69" 

- .- ^-^'^^ ^, ...... 

WALK VII. Print-SeUer. 



ears of the deaf, and communicated" the' 
powers of" speech to the dumb, and the 
knowledge pf a language, of which they 
were previously as ignorant as an infant on 
the day of its birth. Surely, said he, the 
power of Jesus was the power of God. 
Adam and Eve are memorable instances of 
the same efficacious power; for both of them 
had a perfect knowledge of language, and ' 
possessed all the poivers of speech imme- 
diately when created. 

Leaving the Deaf and Dumb School, I* 
ealled upon a friend, who introduced me to 
a gehtleman who was a first-rate engraver 
and PRINT-SELLER. — After some. conversa- 
tion, I said to the gentleman, that I hoped 
he neither engraved nor sold obscene prints. 
But I do both, said he, though Ido not think 
it a commendable part of our business ; yet 
we are obliged to do it, or we should lose 
some of oup best customers- But do you 
seriously consider the poison that you are 
diffusing amongst our youth ? how many 
persons, whose gray hairs you are instru-' 
mental in- bringing with sorrow to the 
grave, through the profligacy of their ohiU 
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dreny first occasioned by your lewd prints ? 
Indeed, Sir, allow me to tell you that I view 
this part of your trade of so pernicious a 
tendency, as to thmk you would be acting^ 
according to truth if you painted Qpon your 
sign-board, immediately under your name, 

MAKER AND SBLLER OF HETS TOR T£lX 

PEVJL. You view the matter in a stn»k^ 
light, indeed, said he. Yes, said I, and I am 
persuaded you will find at the day of judg« 
ment that God views itmuch in the sanv6 
way. Suppose for a moment the day of 
judgment come, and the Judge asks why 
you dealt in pernicious prints. What an- 
swer will you be able to give ? for you knoMr 
we must answer to him for the deeds done 
while in the body, whether good or evil. 
I waited for his answer ; but he paused so 
long, that I could not help sayings— ^Yes, in 
that day every mouth shall h6 stopped. But 
suppose you had the boldness to make the 
same defence to your Judge, that you made 
to me ;•— viz« that had you given up your 
dealing in that article, you would have lost 
many of your best customers. Would not 
the Judge reply, what was the loss of a few 
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pounds per annum to jouy when compared 
to the loss of your own soul, and with the 
ruin of hundreds of soiils, who will charge 
you with their murder for ever and for 
ever ? « Depart from me then, ye cursed, 
Into everlasting punishment/' 

You>' remarks remind me, said the print- 
seller, of an incident which happened here 
several years ago. A venerable looking 
old man stepped into the akop, and inquir- 
ed if we solid any poison for souls ? We 
told him, No. But you have such poison, 
and you shall be reported to my master. 
So saying he walked out. The shopmen 
and I looked zt each other with astonish- 
ment, but none of us could c<M)jecture to 
what the old man alluded : but I perceive 
now that his sentiments and yours, upon 
prints, mu3t have been very similar. 

He tlien stated in his own vindication, 
that hundreds of people sold the same kind 
of obnoxious prints. The number of rogues 
being great, said I, only increases the pub- 
lic danger and alarm, and gives more em* 
ployment to the hangman. The frequency 
of.robbeiy and murder does not lessen its 
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criminality, in the eye of the law ; neither 

will the increase of transgressors avert the 

wrath of Clod.. The hearts of almost all the iiv 

hahitants of the old world were e vil^onlf evil, 

and that continually ; wherefore Qod swept 

them tUl off \^iih the besom of destruction: 

.which was an awful, but righteous display 

of his indignation agionst sin. : 

On leaving the- print^sseller, I went into 

BvNHii'i'-FiBLns burying-gronnd. Here, 

€aid 1 to a person standing near mey is the 

depository of the earthly remains of tho^r- 

sands. Here lie the multitudes who used 

to crowd our streets, who were active in 

the various pursuits of life, and many of 

whom were overwhelmed with its cares. 

Here are numbers who filled our pulpits^ 

and others who composed our congrega* 

tions. . Here the rich and poor, meet 

together. • Their bodies are all here, 

their dust is mixed, but where are their 

souls I Some, I trust many, are gone to 

the glorious regions ^ of immortal blisa^ 

while others, like the devils, are reserved 

in chains of darkness to the judgment of the 

great day. A poor man, at a little distance, 
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'Wtoo was listening to my remarks^ now came 
aemeirf and said that most of those buried 
here were dissenters, conseqttentlf were 
religious peogle, and we might chaeritably 
hope that they are all happy. Friend, said 
I, I suppose you are a dissenter, and expect 
to be buried here ? Yes, said he. Now tell 
me w>y you expect to be happy ? Do you 
ever quarrel with your wife at Rome ? Some- 
times, said he, but we go to meeting as re- 
^larly every Sunday morning as the sun 
rises. And how do you spend the rest of 
that day ? We get a few friends together, 
and spend a few hours in harmless conver" 
sation over a pot of porter ; and in summer 
we take a little walk into the country in the 
evening, to refresh our animal spirits, and 
fit us for the labours of the week. Do you 
call this, said I, sanctifying the sabbath I Is 
there any evidence of holiness of mind in 
such conduct ? Is not this the constant prac- 
tice of thousands of graceless, prayerless, 
and profane people ? Do you think that 
going once or twice a day to meeting will 
secure heaven ? Remember that a cbristiaa 
is a new creature ; is sepafated in heart and 

B 
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fife from ungodly men ; is given to prayer, 
feading the. word of God, and private medi- 
tation ; is praying for, and pressing after, 
greater likeness to the meek and hcdy 
Jesus. 

Have you ever been convinced that there 
is no salvation for you, but thnnigh the 
righteousness of another ? O, said he, ow 
minister always preaches up that; and 
though it has offended many, I assure ym it 
has never offended me. I stick close to 
Mm yet. That may be, friend ; aiidyetyou 
may be ignorant of the righteousness of 
God, and be going about to establish a 
righteousness ot your own. Many «z^ they 
approve of the doctrine, who have never 
understood it, nor rejoiced to hear that 
through the redemption of Jesus, there is 
forgiveness with God for the vilest sinner. 
Excuse me, said the man, for though I am 
not much learned in these matters, yet this 
one thing I can say with our minister, thst 
whereas I was blind, now I see. What do 
you see ? said I. He could tell me nothing 
he saw. Now supposing a blind man to re- 
ceive his sight; and though he could not 
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describe with the accuracy of an occulist 
the operation that effected his cure, yet if 
he looked »p to the sun, he would be ablo 
to speak with wonder of its glory; h© 
would have something to say of these 
iclouds^ trees, houses, &c. and though he 
loight not be able to speak su intelligibly 
f>£ theoi at fir&t, in a few months or yearis 
be would acquire greater acquaintance with 
iJiem. Indeed, if you met that man five 
^eiors afteJT, and found him speaking as igno- 
rantly about these things as he 4id the firjit 
liay he said his eyes were opened) you 
:nroul4 begin to suspect whether he had re* 
IkUjT got his «ye-sight yet. I then asked the 
man how long it was since he thought he 
3¥fts a christian ? Upwards of twenty years, 
flsUd he. Upwards of twenty years ! Prayj 
how Jong were you in learing your tirade ? 
•IVlc^re than seven years, and I am every 
week learning more about it. Then you 
have made considerable progress in the 
knowledge of your business since the day 
you entered first into it ; and why 50, but 
because your heart was in it ? you werp 
anxious to make progress. Ha4 yoU: beeji 
E 2 
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only as auxious to increase in the know* 
ledge and practice of the gospely and listen- 
ed as attentively to the instructions of Je- 
8US as you did to those who taught you your 
business, y'ou would have made more pco- 
ficiency than you appear to have done^ if 
you had really been a child of Gpd at thjB 
time you say you professed to be one. 
.Wherefore, give up with all trifling about 
your soul, and look for mercy and pardon 
to the Son of God, or I fear you will peiish 
for ever in a delusion. 

The man began to be angry, and asked 
me if I suspected his character, and what 
charge I could bring against him. I told 
him, I did suspect before that he was no 
christian, but now I was more confirmed 
in my opinion that he was not. However, 
said I, I hope God will.dis<^ver to you your 
error, and convince you that neither a little 
form, nor a great form of godliness cau 
procure heaven, but that the blood of the 
blessed Jesus alone can. 

Walking a little forward, we came to an 
old MAN who was digging a gravs, with 
as great unconcern as if it had only been 
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i]it«ilded lor a cat. Why are you digging 
tllttt hole ? What a question^ said the maiii 
t^ ask itkft: huiyiag-grouhd ! what else can it 
be than a grave ? You were so merry, that 
arranger might almost suppose it was 
meimt for a do|g or a cat. No, said he, we 
bury nohe of them here ; but is not every 
ifCian glad when he gets business ? digging 
graves is my business, and I am glad, to be 
fture, when I get one tp dig : and so would 
jrou, were you a grave-digger. I think, 
friend, it is but suitable that men should be 
Wtiiious while Egging graves ; andtiot only 
00, but it should remind you, that soon some 
ifaah will be digging a grave for you, and 
^ou should think seriously where your soul 
"will be then. I might be thinking, said he, 
ibr ever on these things, if I should always 
think of them while at work. And do you 
think you would be the worse for it? It 
tnight lead you to seek happiness beyond 
the grave, for you must die and appear be- 
fore God. On this he turned hi^ back to* 
wards me^ aud would listen to -nothing 
more. 
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'Second vUU to BunhiU-fields'-^The Grave 
Digger — The disconsolate Pather^-^Thc 
little Boy-^Inacrifitiona on Tomba^^^jin 
Aas'-^The Letter Carrier, 

AFTER breakfast,! went out totakemjr 
walk for usefulness, with increased deter- 
mination to be zealous and faithful. I im- 
mediately repaired again to Buhhill-fields 
burying ground, where £ found the old 
grave-digger busy at work. O, said he, 
friend, I am glad to see you here again, for 
I have thought more about my own death 
"since last night, than in all the former part 
of my life. I asked him, what he had 
thought about it? Indeed, said he, I have 
too much cause to fear the worst, for I 
have been a stupid, hardened, sinful crea- 
ture ; and I fear my maker will never re- 
ceive such an old gray-headed sinner as I. 
Do. you think he will? I told him. It was 
indeed shockingly wicked to spend any part 
of life in carelessness about the things of 
Cod J but still more so, to live in that re- 
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beliion till gray hairs announced a speedy 
departure from time to eternity. But since 
God has an infinite regard to the perfect 
obedience which his Son in our nature ren- 
dered unto him, he is ready even to forgive 
you, if you renounce all your evil works 
and all your supposed good works, and look 
to him aiofie for pardon, and merely on the 
ground of the mediation of .Christ. He 
glorifies the riches of his grace in such ca- 
ses. Indeed Jesus expressly says, " Him 
that Cometh to me, 1 will in no wise cast 
out: for I came down from heaven, not to 
.dQ mine own will, but the will of him that 
sent me." . God, . having taken vengeance 
upon his son for sin, proclaims a free and 
full pardon to the guilty and the rebellious. 
The man, upqn hearing this, threw aside 
.his spade, and with uplifted hands looking 
to me from the grave, said, Th^e words 
encourage me to hope in God— this is what 
I want — 1 am quite overpowered with Je- 
hovali's goodness, with the condescension 
and love of his Son. Upon saying so, he 
called to another o^d man, who was dig- 
ging an infant's grave, at a little distance : 
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he beckoned to him to come near, ^hen 
he came, he inquired what was the matter, 
if there was any thing wrong about the 
grave. He replied. This person has been 
telling me of a Saviour ; and brother Tonii 
you need him too, for you and 1 have been 
companions in iniquity for many a long 
year— it is time you and I were thinking 
of other matters. This was the first ser- 
mon I ever heard delivered from a grave ; 
for little more than the man's head was 
visible while speaking, and the sermon 
came from the heart, accompanied with 
many tears. The man to whom he addres- 
sed himself was astonished, and hastily ran 
off with, I hope, an arrow in his heart. 

After having a little more conversation 
with the old man, I passed on to a person 
who was weeping over a grave. I sup« 
pose that grave contains a deceased friend 
of xpur% ? Tes ; my only son ; he was a 
great comfort to me, and was about suc- 
ceeding me in my business, from which I 
intended in a very short time to retire, 
and enjoy my old age in the country ; but 
my dear lad was seized with a fever, which 
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cut him off in a few days. Do you think, 
sir, said I, that he died in the Lord ? I hope, 
said he, that he died happy; for froin> 
child he was remarkably obedient to his 
parents, and very attentive to business, and 
jiiany a pound did he give to the poor. 
"These, said I, are all good things, and roust 
liave given much pleasure to you and his 
mother, and must likewise make the trial 
' more parnful to both. . But had he any 
Icnowlcdgc, love, and fear of God ? 1 cannot 
answer you as to that matter, yet I hope he 
had. Upon saying so, the gentleman wept 
much. Did you never, as his parent, con- 
verse seriously with him about the salva* 
tion of his soul ? Did you never tell him 
that he was a depraved, ruined creature, in 
consequence of his connexion with fallen 
Adam ? No, indeed, I never did. If his 
soul be ruined, depend «pon it, said I, he 
•^vill upbraid you as the cause of it, when, 
you meet together at the tribunal of God. 
' You weep for the loss you have sustained 
by his death, which I confess is a great loss 
to you ; but you have far more reason tp 
ii^eep for the injustice and injury you did 
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him whtn living. May (aod grant you re* 
pentancc unto life. What you say, sir^ 
"wounds my feelings : 1 remember my 
faults this day. 1 designed to make jw, 
feel, said 1, and to bring home to yout con- 
science a conviction of your sin^ Aat you 
might be impelled to look for mercy to a 
merciful God, who is revealed to you as 
such in Jesus Christ. 
1 then inquired, if he had any more chil- 
dren. He said he had three daughters at 
home, and one married to a gentleman who 
lived in the same street. I th^ requested 
him to go home, and search the scriptures 
for the hidden wisdom they contain ; and 
what God taught him by means t& these 
Bcriptures, to tell it immediately to his sur- 
viving children, lest any of them, like their 
brother, should be hurried away to eternity 
in their ignorance. He said he would at- 
tend to my advice, and he walked away 
with considerable concern. 

1 next went towards a chahity soy, who 
carried a hymn-book under his arm. I ask- 
ed him where he had been with his hymn" 
book. He said at church, hearing a charity 
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sermon fSc the benefit of his school, i in« 
quired what text the tninister preached 
from. He assured me he had eotirely for- 
gotit I then asked him, if he recollected 
-wrhat he had for breakfast that morning. 
O yes, ^id he, I had bread and butter and 
coffee* What had you yes,terday for din- 
:pcr I Pudding, sir. How well you remem- 
ber these matters, but what a pity you 
siiduld so soon forget the word of God. 

You must remember your Creator in the 
days of your youth ; and remember too, 
that young people die. Indeed, that very 
grave on which you stand is a proof of it j 
for look at the tomb-stone, and you will 
find that the boy who is under your feet, 
was only eight years of age when he died. 

An old woman was passing, to whom I 
observed, that this place would be a won- 
derful place in the moniing of the resur- 
rection, when the thousands whose dust is 
deposited here should spring above ground 
in the twinkling of an eye ; some rising to 
enjoy everlastihg life, and others to endure 
everlasting contempt. O yes, said she, that 
will be a dreadful morning to many, and 



d by Google 



84 

WALK YUL bueription apoo a Tolnb stoDe* 

majT we ail be prepm^ for it On sajin^ 
so she walked on. 

The lysGRiFTiQK upov A rou^ stovei 

informed me, that the person beneath had 
been remariEable for benevoleakce and va- 
rious virtues. Oge who was r^lc^ the 
inscription at the same^ tune, told m^e he 
had been acquainted with the gentleipan to 
whom it referred; he ccmsidered him a 
good sort o£ a^nan; butf said.hei^he was 
a sad swearing fello^. How can a sinfe^uT' 
er be a g^ood sort of man I His blaspheming 
and irreverent swearing demonstrates tiiat 
his heart is full of everf abomiiiatiai^.; he 
is daily offending the ears of the pious, and 
exhibiting a mischievQus example to all 
around) especially to his own family* The 
memory of such a man ought to rot with 
his body; and such inscriptions as these 
are impositions on the public^ If his 
friends were determined to say spinetbipg 
concerning him, they sho\ild have lamented 
that the person under the stone had^ p. his 
life time, been a notorious sweareir, add 
thit he had laughed at reproof. They 

Jould tlien have ^yarned others not to fol- 
i*f^' . »■ 
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low hk example, lest, like him, they should 
die in their sins. For the man told me he 
had uttered an awfiil oath a short dme be- 
Ibr* he expired. 

' I then vie-wed the tombs of many valua- 
ble and well known characters, over some 
of whom were very appropriate and stri- 
king insctipdony; some as if the person 
tinder ground addressed the passenger. If 
1 may judge from my own feelings when 
^rusing them, I tlunk these are calculat- 
ed to make a powerful impressicm; and 
-who kttows but many have been converted 
to God by means of a supposed speech 
from a dead man. To h^ar of this in hea- 
ven, wouid afford great pleasure to his liv- 
ing soul. 

An ASS came running into the burying 
ground. Now, said I to the little boy, who 
still followed me, what does that creature 
remind you of? Does it not remind you of 
Jesus.H^ng-into Jerusalem on one of these 
animals, and of the Jewish children ciying 
out, Hosannah 'to the Son of David ? Was 
it not wonderful that he who supported the 
pillars bf heaveu and earth, should con^ 
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desGWd t^ te ««p9o»t«d .fay an «w^ \Ur 
tom]|)edhiimelf,.tiliat we nlclti be.»tei4 
to the bigkeat lMmo«r. 

On eondbg itom tlie bwiyiBg ^r«wtdt4i^ 
laiTTwa cAJuii»» imttfid me. I foUoiwsd: 
))m,.a9d .befaa acusvePiatiQfi^ ftaylngi' 
tfaat his eniplof mmt^waanvery aol^nmaad 
impiwtaiit ai»t. How Moi aaid he« Peiv 
bap%mt tbia limey f»u ar» cafrjni^ tUkt^ 
to a family of the death of iiim on -ar^oi^ 
they atl depended for suBpprt ; to a mother^ 
that her only child-^iiaa beeu>drowQ/ed : to 
a merchant^ that hia mhJij laden ahip ban 
foundered at iea. Peffbapayou are oarr^fing 
to a profiigate you|h» that which Qod ahaU 
blesa ¥> hia everlaatiwg^vaiioni and per* 
baps you are to inform another) that he baa 
become heir toalargeeatale^rwbicb tbe^de-^ 
vil will u«e to e0»^t hia.eteniaKviiin* J'ec* 
bj^>s yqu are. to inform another, tbata fnenA 
baa arrived from id>roadt whom be Jma been 
longing to aee fi)r mai^ years. Where- 
fore you should deliver your letters with an 
awe upon jKrar.mind. Then I inquired, if 
be had ever had any letters from «i ambas- 
^dor <)f the King of heaven ? He an4\rer- 
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ed} No. Have you a new testament ? No, I 
Juuce neither new nor old. There is one 
Sot joui said I, handing him a new testa- 
xnent^—Thank you, said he.«~Now read the 
letters which that book contains, for they 
are all inlnpided for your admonition and in- 
struction. He then went away ; and I walk- 
ed home, much gratified by the yarious oc- 
currences, especially my the change in the 
^kl grave-digger. 



WALK IX. 

Ihtue onfirt-^Tht Itecndting Sergeant'-^ 
The TruTttfieter^^Waiting Servant to the 
£Sng^-^ H e9tnun»ier Scholar, 

HAVING heard that a friend's house 
had been ok fub during the night, I called 
on him in the morning to inquire after his 
wel&re ; when he invited me to join in pray- 
er and thanksgiving with his family for their 
wonderful preservation during the fire and 
the jconfusion it occasioned. We began by 
singing a suitable hymn, then read an ap- 
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propriate portioa of Scriptuce» and prayed 
to our heavenly Father.— After which I 
made a few remarks to the foUowing ef- 
fect ; 

Should a many said ly go into the streets 
and call fire 1 fire 1 wben there v^fA no fin^ 
he would be apprehended, put in jail, and 
punished for disturbing the puhlic peace. 
The apostles went into heathen cities, and 
called upon the inhabitants to flee firom thf 
wrath to come ; wherefore they seized the 
apostles, and puniahed them as. persons 
who turned the world upside down. But 
knowing the danger was certain, the apos- 
tles were not deterred by persecution from 
executing their commission : they continUr 
ed to their last breath to proclaim the truth. 
Thus were they faithful unto deatib, and 
obtained the crown of life. 

Leaving my friend's house and pursuing 
my walk, I met a REcauiTiKo sbrgbamt^ 
who was endeavouring to percoiade some 
young men to enlist into his Majesty's ser- 
vice. He told them how many yellow gui« 
neas they shouM receive immediately on 
entering ; likewise that they should be prc- 
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seated with a baodsome suit of elothes^ 
thstthey should live without work, and yet 
be in awajr'to become rich; also, wheo 
Aey were unfit for the service, they should 
retire on a pension. He was succeftsful in 
ids attempt, for he had no sooner Hided his 
address, than three of the yonUg men stretchr 
ed out their hands to reteive the proifered 
money t after wliich, th^ recruiting party, 
with their new associates, walked towards 
the west end of the to¥m. I foUowed them 
at a tittle distance, to watch a proper op- 
portunity to converse with the sergeant. 
Near Charing Cross such an opportunity 
oecuY'redy fbr he dropped a little to the 
rear ; upon which I made up to him, and 
began a conversation by remarking, that he 
«hd I nearly resembled each other in our 
occupations. What ! said he, are you on 
the recruiting service ? Yes. For what 
corps ? For the royal holy corps. In all 
my life I never hesu^d of such a regiment ; — 
-pray, said he, where are tb^y quartered 
nowf I told him they were scattered abroad 
over great part of the eardi, but their head 
quarters were in heaven : (by this time we 

i Digitized by Google 



90 - 

WALK IX. RecraitiBgSerfeHit. 

had reflLched St. James's Park.) Upon my 
word, sud the sergeant, you are an odd fel- 
low. He then called upon his comrades 
to draw near and hear our conversation. 
Whei»tbey came near, he told them there 
wasaitfrn recruiting for the ^yal holy 
corps, whose head quarters were in heaven. 
On hearing this they all laughed immode- 
rately, and expected great sport, for they 
concluded I was deranged. The new re- 
cruits came all around me, asking what my 
master would give tiiem if they enlisted. I 
said they should receive inexhaustible rkh- 
es, a royal robe, and eternal life, that they 
should not have to watch and protecit the 
king, but the king would watch and protect 
them ; that after arriving at the head quar- 
ters, they should never be sent into a fo- 
reign country, but should remain at rest in 
the palace, feasting for ever with the king 
and his nobles. Will you make good your 
word, said they all, if we enlist ? I assured 
them, I would produce his majesty's war- 
rant for all I said. I then pulled out my 
bible, saying, here is my warrant from the 
»King of kings : and preached to them Je« 
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ms BxA the resiirpectien, iwich^i^ ai pa^rable. 
I perceived that in a f^ttftt €ime they began 
toth»k I wasixot deranged, for they lisc^n- 
edatlentirely, and w^ked off very quietly. 
I , the» went to a soldier who Was Irtan ding 
under oh^ of the trees, and who * was ctiri- 
ously dressed.*^! dAktdl what ofite in the 
am^ he Med. O, said he, I am- a TBtrM- 
fsteb:. So am I, repHed I. Where's youv 
inmipet ? said hey in jest. I told him, I 
carried it in my pocket. Let irie sefe it 
then. I told him, he was not acctiistomed to 
my trumpet ; and I was pretty certain he 
could not blow it, far none can do that till 
^ey arc acquainted with its internal struc- 
ture: but as I had a spare one, I Wduld 
give it him to practise upon at home. 
Upon saying so, I presented him with a 
bible^ to hii8''no small astonishment, for he 
expected to see a trumpet of a new con- 
struction. The circumstance has so amus- 
ed me, said he, that I shall m6s;t certAinly 
read this bible, though in fact, I never riead 
one before. Well, said I, friend, you will 
find there the sound of peace and war, and 
I hope the soujid will reach your heart j it 

F 
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will tell you ala6 of a trumpet that shall be 
aounded, oii the sound of which, all the 
dead shall be immediately rabed, and 
brought before God to receive their final 
sentence ; and you must be there, and your 
forefathers since the days of Adam. I had 
no idea, said he, when I came from the 
Horse guards, that I should meet a man of 
your cast. Nothing, said I, happens by 
chance ; it was the providence of God that 
brought you into my way, or me into yours, 
and I hope our meeting will be productive 
of much good. So we parted, perhaps 
never to meet again till the last day. 

The next man I conversed with, said he 
tras a waiti;ng servant to his majesty. 
I told him that I waited daily upon the king 
too. Not king George, surely ! No, king 
Jesus. You cannot mount up to heaven 
every morning, can you ? for Jesus is in 
heaven, said he. He is also on earth, said 
I, and speaks to his servants by means of 
his word, and they speak to him in their 
prayers and praises. All his servants re- 
ceive abundant wages every day : he bless- 
es them with his presence and rich conso- 
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lations) and tells them of the glories he de- 
signs to give them when they come to his 
heavenly kingdom. This encourage s them 
to be active, zealous, and faithful in his ser- 
vice while on earth, aiid enables them not 
only to meet death with submission and 
composure^ but frequently \vith jpy andtri* 
umph. ^ J 

A BOY BEIiONOINa TO WESTMINSTER* 

SCHOOL, who Stood opposite to the QUeen^s 
'palace, with a book in his hand, was the 
next with whom I conversed. I inquired, 
in a familiar way, the name of the book 
whi^h he carried. He said, it was the Gre- 
cian History. I asked, if he remembeted 
any thing in it which he had lately read ? 
Yes, said he j I have been reading about De- 
mosthenes, the great Athenian orator, who 
was a very bad speaker when a young maft, 
for his tongue was too big fbr his mouth, 
but by his rigid and persevering applica- 
tion he overcame aU his defects and bad 
habits. By what means did he overcome 
0iese obstacles to hi9 siiccess I O, said he, 
he went to the sea shore when he meant to 
practise declaiming, and put' pebbles intb 
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bift 9ioutk when he sptf^k/e^ in order to rea^ 
fjer his tons^ue Jess flexible. He ha4 also 
on avkwi^d cu^ttnn of ^m^giii^ up hi^ 
4h9uidisjrs ; to cure whicbi he suspe^nded a 
rintiTH wrord m his dMimber, at sack ^ 
Jbeight thM I9\^n he practised hi^ opatieu^ 
it adight ]priok his shoulders when h& ^af. 
tiiem up. By these means he became one 
of the f^reate^t praters the world ever ffjny- 
fbiced. I then asked, if he recollected how 
Penfi^aythenes.died. Yes, psld he^ he rnur- 
4ered himself by takipg^ poisojo, whicl) he 
kept in a quill i an4 ^e d^ this lest he 
ibould fall into the hands of An|tip8(t^» ^ 
successor of J^ltxmid^Ki by whom he ex* 
pectjcd to be cruelly trei^d. 

I applauded the young ipfuf^ for the ^e?* 
tfon which he evidently g^ve to what he 
fc^ad. He tojd me, that ha waa l^Qt oi4y 
teadiag the GreMan hii^tf^ry^ but wiks silsp 
learning thfe Greelt laiJguage. I advised 
him asaidudu&ly to prosecute th^it import- 
ant study, fet God had meri$ highly bedouir- 
«d that language than aHy othf iv except tt^ 
Hebrew, by giTiiig the revelalion of his 
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yrill to man in the New Testament in that 
language. 

I then inquired if he remembered the 
name of the great Athenian legislator. O 
'yes, said he»< all the world knows Sc^on; 
and surelf the Athenians were much obli« 
ged to him for setting aside the bloody laws 
of Draco. By the way, said I, do you re» 
collect the strange manner of Draco's 
death ? Yes, he iled from Athens to the isl- 
and ^g^na. Where he was received with the 
greatest respect ; but their kindness killed 
him; for coming one day into their theatre,. 
the audience, to show their regard to him, 
as was their custom, threw their bonnets 
and cloaks upon him, and the number of 
these wa^.so great, that they stifled the old 
man, being too weak to disengage himself 
from the load which their inconsiderate 
kindness cast upon him. Death at this 
time must have been imexpected to all, and 
perhaps to none more so than to Draco. 
This should lead us to watch daily, lest the 
messenger of death should come^ not only 
in an hour when we are not looking for 
him ; but in a way as unexpectedi 
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Do you remember who was the great 
Jewish legislator ? He thought a little, and 
then answered, Moses. I tdd him, that 
Moses received the >laws from God upon' 
Mount.Sinai, which h6 delivered to IsraeT 
in the wilderness ; and that transgressing^ 
them was disobedience^ agsdnst God ; an<) 
it was Aot improbaMe that such a Than at$ 
Solon must hare seen them, and borrowed 
from them some of his wisest institutions; 
I then asked, if he remc^mbered Xerxes^ 
the Persian emperor, invading Greece with 
an army consisting of three millions ? Yes, 
I do, said he ; and when he came to the 
stmts of Thermopylae, in order to enter 
Greece, he was opposed successfully, firat 
by four thousand Greeks, and afterwards 
by three hundred Spartans, with king JiCO^ 
hidas at their head. 

I then thanked him for his discreet an- 
^^wers, made him a present of an excellent 
book, and bade him good day ; after which 
I retired to my lodgings. 
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THE 8tk*eet8 bemg wet and dirty in the 
teoniing, the people were all walking with 
cautien, lest their clothes should be splash- 
ed with the dirt. This renunded me of the 
«pos^e^s adinonition> to walk circum- 
qpectly, not a^ ibols. When I stated this 
xeflection to a friend who was with me, he 
asked Why the apostle gave suich a caution 
^o christitoB ? I answered, because we live 
in a polluted and polluting world. Many 
lliings that meet the eye and the ear will 
pollute the mind, if we are not guarded 
against them. Indeed, sometimes, more 
damage is done to the soul in an unguard- 
ed hour, ^an is repaired for many weeks 
or months. Whatever unfits for sponta- 
neous holy meditation, and mars our love to 
closet devotion, does hurt to our souls : for 
to do the will of God should be as pleasant 
to us, as to eat when hungry, or to drink 
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when thirsty. Now, if I at any time hear 
•r view sin with indifference, my soul will 
suffer injury. 

A man.came forward, who asked me to 
purchase a looking-glass. I told him, I 
had a much better one in my pocket. Ht 
Baid, that was impossible, and desired I 
would only try his, for he was confident it 
would give a most distinct representation 
of every face viewed in it. . But my mirror 
shows me my heart, said I. The man said 
he had never heard of heart mirrors, an4 
should be glad to see mine. I asked him* 
if he would like to see his heart ? Yes, 
€{aid he, if I can see it without being dis* 
sected, and without pain. I assured him, 
it would give him pain to see his heart, tar 
it would appear more like the heart of a 
monster than of a man. But will the sight 
give psdn to my body ? None, said I. O 
then let me see it, for I am not afraic^to 
view its ugliness. If you will look fre- 
quently into my mirror, said I, you shall 
have one for your own use at home. He 
jpremised he would. On which I present- 
ed him with a copy of the Word of Godj 
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vhscli I assured \tivay would •dlacever moii* 
sterft^n Ms h«art fee bad nqither seeri noiT 
Iqdo!v«i .betfor^. The man put the dible intp 
ids #l9i8^e|, .and walked off, rather disap- 
pointed^-rtHowever I Kope he will read it, 
«Qd .perhaps it may prove a great blessing 

1 stopped a few minutes at a cobblsii's 
jELJLix. He aaked:me what I wanted ? You 
;dD.iiet make shoes, I believe. No, said he, 
but I mend plenty of old ones, and so I 
jlBiadi^eibad shoes. good ones. Can you mend 
m;bad heart ? No, said he, God does not en- 
igage to do that : he promises to give a new 
iioart,>ut doeis not engage to mejui the old 
Qoc^ But does not Ood command men to 
make for themselves new hearts-? £ze]c, 
xviii. 31.. Yes, sir, but did we ever rfead 
.of any man who accomplished the work ? I 
believe not said he; and if you read a little 
.{frOier bi the book of Ezekiel in the 36th 
chapter, and I think in the 26th verse, you 
win find God promising to give them a new 
heart, which 1 strongly suspect intimates 
that none of them htid been successful at 
J^eart-making* I was a little surprised a$ 
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the shrewd remarks of the honest cobbler, 
and asked him if he was a member of aiBf 
christian church. O yes, said he, I ana a 
member of a church that meets in Feape* 
lane, under the care of Mr. Scripture ; and 
I desire to grow in grac^, and in. the know*- 
ledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. There is 
his book, (pointing to a bible in thp.corner^ 
aiid I should not think my stall comfort- 
able, if I had not that book constantly with 
me in it. 

Are you not unhappy, said I, that yoi|i a^ 
not a master shoe-inaker, and that you ^fe 
' not a large shop, an elegant house, and 
plenty of money ? No, said he, I am just 
what and where God in his providence 
would have me to be. I am contented 
with his will, and I rejoice daily in the hop^ 
of perfect bliss beyond the grive. I. have 
no care, sir; the people bring nie their 
work ; they are pleased with it when d(^e ; 
they pay me for itv and that provides for 
my family from day to day ; and 1 have 
something to spare for my poor neigh- 
bours. Then you have no money in the 
• funds. No, but I have the promise of 
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every needful blessing from my God, and 
that is fiind enough. O said I9 friend, yon 
are a i^th man ; and you will get richer 
cyery ^y, if you are enabled to perseyero 
in yoi^ present state of mind. Yes, I shall) 
tndd he, for godliness with contentment is 
C;reat gain ; and I know that such as hastem 
hf 9l\ means to be rich, pierce themseWet 
through with many sorrows : for the sor- 
inm g£ the world worketh death. 

The cobbler's neighbour sold c&ockert 
Vabb. I asked him, what all these were 
made of? He s^d, of earth. So are yofi 
sod I, and all those people walking along 
the street ; and what is very humbling, we 
must all become dead earth again; and 
iMrhen our earth is mixed together, the 
earth that composed the body of the richest 
nobleman, or most delicate lady, will not be 
disdnguishable from that of the poorest 
beggar : but there will be a mighty differ- 
ence immediately after death between tho 
eouls of the righteous and the wicked ; 
more so than between your coarsest vesr 
eel and the finest china. 

When any of these tessels arc brok«B> 
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can you make thcto oyer again? taid f I*0 
nos said h^, they ai^e peifectly ubeless, iSief 
cxknot be made agdn. Not so, said I^ wit& 
the bodies 6f men ; for in the iiioi4|iing: toC 
the resurrection God shsdl collect Ae par- 
ticles of which each body was compdafedy 
tod Hisike the bddy of every mdn ti^it^ 
never more to moulder in the grave. Somb 
of theiEte shall be made fit i6 ei^oy tbe 
boundless glories of Jehovah for ever in 
iieaven ; and others rendered eapiriile of 
vnduiing without annihilation^ the endless 
ftgonies and miseries of perdition. WKi§^ 
•fore if you are wise, you will betake your- 
self instantly to the atoning blood, shed 
upon Mount Calvkry for the Ank of *n!ken, 
without the fehedding of which diere't^illd 
hate been no remission. ' 

Walking along, 1 observed a jpersoft 
standing on the plot of ground biefore hi* 
hou^, carefuHy examining a tree which 
stood in the middle. Pray, said I,' what 
kinddf a tree is that ? He said, an Arrxft- 
^nisE. Does it bear any thing ? No, said 
be, and for that reason I am reatolvifi^ to 
TUt it 'down. You remind me, sir, ftaid I, 
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that that world is a garden of God's ; that 
be has put men into it, as trees, to bear 
fruits of righteoUBhess ; heisdailyinspect« 
ibg us, as fovt were that tree, to see if we 
are fortngiog fcith fruit ; if we continue 
unfifuitful, or are only producing what is 
noxious, we aye on the point of ^eing con- 
denmed, like that tree at which you are 
iookingr I have l>een thinking to cut that 
tree down^ said be, every year these ten - 
years, but spared it from time to time, in 
the hope that perhaps next year it might 
bear: but it has now exhausted my pa*- 
tience^ and I »ni determined to cut it down» 
and put another in its room; Take care, 
said I, lest God be speaking in the same 
manner concerning you, J see he has 
spared you more tlian ten or twenty years, 
and perhaps you have brought forth no naore 
fruit to the praise of his glory, than that 
barren tree of which you have been speak-i 
ing has produced of apples to you. If so, 
admire his patience,, praise him for hi$ 
goodness, repent of your barrenness, look 
to him ior frmtfulness. The man seemed 
surprised at my address, but he niade no re- 
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marks ; of course I went to look ent ibr 
work elsewhere. 

I stepped into an inn to take a little re- 
freshment, and likewise to Me if anjr g^ood 
could be done there. I had only been a 
short time in the public room, when a 
COACH full of PASsENOEas anivcd. They 
had been travellmg all night, and were as 
hungry as hawks. They were no sooner 
out of the coach, than they rushed into the 
room where I sat, unanimously uid earnest- 
ly calling out for something to eat. O, 
ssdd I, gentlemen, I wish I were as hungry 
and as earnest for the .bread of life, as you 
are for dinner. But what, said one, if you 
had nothing to eat, like us ? No danger of 
that, said I, fqr there is always abundance 
ready for eating in my father^s house. 
Where is your father's house ? said another 
gentleman. I pointed upwards, thereby 
signifying that heaven was my father's 
hoube. A large piece of roast meat com- 
ing in, prevented further conversation for a 
time. Having obtained liberty, I sat down 
to dinner with them. 

Aflcr a busy half hour in' h^dling the 
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IcBife^aod bvkf tbe|r b^an to break silence^ 
hy cQngtaHulftting eacb Oth<$t cm so hapf^ 
a tei:imiuiti«Q of thfiir l$)ag journef . . I rt^ 
m^rkq^j tbut tb^ }mi not reacted tiift (fend 
jof jtMr if>vnj0y yet. Thcf ail asserted 
ihey bad* . Giv« we l^ye» gentlemen^ said 
1% |o ohi^rv.ei tbW bumw life. i» a. journey 
|9f tbe eternai eonttry^ and eyery day is a 
fteg« 0l that joufclifiy.: Whet a.perapn b 
(bijay^^ltiog by. bitnsi^lf^ he i^ aivays aoxioul 
tQ knom k be IS in. the right toeAt noir« 
likel Jth^^e^ we ^hpuld bei^Dnitdtitly f»x%miti- 
ihg if iKie ^e in the road tb^t leads to thj^ 
iiAayefily Jeru^lem. Thei^e are m^oy 
ways to LondQD fr#m the cowtry, but pn^ 
ly i)ne yifv/ to heayen, and iha^ ife by JesQ$ 
Christ« Oj said one, we ^e.aU yeuog ; wi» 
Bhall hayn leisure tp tWnk af these glooiw 
#Ubjeqts. before we b^<:onle gray-headed^ 
Attt «o man oan say what may .bappon . to 
him^ before eyening ; we ought to be Alway 9 
ready to depart from time. You pasaed 
over Henlfey bridge in yonr way lo town, 
did you ht>t i Yes, yes, said they all. 
Well, suppose that bridge had broken down 
while you were on it, and you had all pe- 
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risfaed in its ruins, or in the river, where 
would your souls have been now ? Think 
•f that, I do not ask' you to answer me. 

One of the company remarked he had 
had no sleep for two nights. That reminds 
me, said I, friends, that there will be no 
sleep in the place of misery. Why are 
men sent there ? said the youngest in the 
company. Because, siaid I, men will not 
believe in the name of the only begotteni 
Son of God. Whatis ihe harm of that? 
Does unbelief do any injury to Grod? 
Yes, sir, it is disobeying his command- 
ment ; despising his love ; rejecting the 
only Saviour ; murdering the soul : so that 
if we believe not, we shall die in our sins, 
and the wrath of God will abide on us for 
ever. It is very probable this company will 
never meet again, till the heavens and the 
earth be no more : from love to you I vould 
therefore recommend daily searching of 
the word of God, which contains all neces-. 
sary information respecting God and ths 
interests of the soul of man. Having paid 
the bill, we all dispersed in different dire€« 
tions. 
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iTigh ^mnd^^The Black Servant — The Prb^ 
son-'^Defiutation from Society for re- 
lieving Small Debtors^ ksfc- is^c, 

THE^ WIND having been remarkably 
boisterous during the night, the street ap^ 
peared in the morning covered with pieces 
of bricks, tiles, &c. I observed at break- 
fest, to my friends, the great goodness of 
God in keeping the wind comparatively 
moderate; for had he chosen, he could 
have given it a thousand times more force ; 
and had he done so, there would not have 
been one building remaining in the whole 
city : all would have been a heap of ruins, 
or scattered abroad over all the country ; 
atid perhaps not one inhabitant left to de- 
plore the devastation. So that mankind 
are every moment the monuments of divine 
mercy, and the living ought to praise him. 

After leaving home, 1 soon got into con* 
versation with a black servant, who told 
me he was taken from Africa when a boy ; 
was carried to the West-Indies in a slave 
ship ; sold as a slave to a good master, who 
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brought him over to this country, where he 
obtained hi» liberty. I ask^d hiiki if Ee 
had got acquainted with th^ tinie God, since 
he came among white people. H^ said, he 
had heard of him, but did not know much 
concerning Mm; for few had ever taken 
the trouble to instruct him. However, said 
he, it does not appear to b6 of much im- 
portance whether I know him or not ; for 
'ail those whom I meet with who say they 
know him, do not regard his commands. 
Indeed, the best people I have yet seen, 
only worship him once a week. But, said 
I, these people who only profess to worship 
God once a week, are not ChristTans ; for 
Christians worship God daily, in their clo- 
sets, and with their fanulies. 

I then told him of the creation of the 
world, and of nlan ; df his first estate ; then 
of his fall through the infiuehce of the 
tempter ; of the promise of a deliverer ; of 
his acrival in our world ; who he was ; the 
manner of his life ; his doctrines and mira- 
cles ; the manner and design of his death ; 
of his resurrection, ascension, intercession, 
aod second coming. On each of tbese to- 
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piCs I enlarged, and endeavoured to con- 
vince him of their importance, and their 
blessed influence on the mind of man when 
understood and bfelieVed ; and the awfuf 
consequence of not believing them, after 
hearing them once faithfully stated. 

He tbld me lie could not read. I advised 
him to put himself to school immediately, 
and to pursUe after knowledge with the ut- 
most avidity ; for his time on earth might 
be but short. The man left me, in appear- 
ance fully determined to go to school di- 
rectly, principally with a view of being able 
to read the word of God, 

A FRIBO^ at a little distance next attract- 
ed my a^tteiition. I went into it on the 
debtors* side first. Many strong doors, 
lockis, atid boltsi were opened, before I 
reached the prisoners. These were all con- 
fined for debts which they were unable to 
pay. I took one man aside, and asked him * 
how* much he owed his creditors. He said, 
upwards of three hundred pounds; and 
tliough I have dfftered them my all, they 
will not consent to my liberation ; and, ad- 
ded he, every day I continue here my debt 
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is increasing) by the accumulation of the 
prison dues. 

Your case^ I said^ reminds me of the 
debt tre owe to God. What debt can w^ 
owe to Crod ? said he. Every sin we com- 
mit dishonoufs Cod; we therefore oitf^ 
him reparation of satisfaction : this we can-* 
not give ; our not repeating the sin cannot 
pay the old debt ', as littlo can out* being 
sorry for the debt procure it« discharge j 
and such as die in debt to God, shall ins 
cast into the prison of hell, where their 
debt will continue increasing for ever and 
ever ; for the wicked will not cease to sin 
there, notwithstanding all their si^fferings, 
1 su{)pose yoti have some hope of being 
liberated from this prison ? Yes^ said he, 
but the period is very distant* However 
distant, said I, your case differs widely 
from that of God's prisoners ; for from 
.that prison there is no redemption. You 
said that no man can ever pay his debt to 
God, said the debtor, either here by repent- 
.ance, or hereafter by his suffering :«^xs 
every man then lost for ever ? No, friend ; 
the Son of God eame from heaven to Jjay 
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the sinner's debt ; he took it upon himself^ 
and having died for our guilt, God dis- 
charged the debt of all who should believe 
in him. After the resurrection and ascen* 
sion of Jesus to heaven, messengers were 
sent into all the world to proclaim forgiv-e- 
tiess of sins through the sufferings of the 
Saviour, to everjr creature who should be- 
lieve in him. All who considered the 
message to be from God, most heartily re- 
ceived the joyful tidings, blessed and prais- 
ed him who died for their sins, and profess- 
ed themselves willing to do or suffer any 
thing for the glory of his great name, if 
you were now to believe in Jesus as having 
magnified the law by his obedience, and 
n>ade atonejnent for sin by his suffering un- 
|o death, you would with a joyful counte- 
nance tell your fellow-prisoners, that your 
gre^t debt was paid, ibr your sins lyere par- 
doned ; that you were now the Lord's free 
man ; and likewise, that you trusted in him 
to enable you, in some way, honourably to 
remunerate all your earthly creditors. 

Just at this time there came into the 
prison a deputation from a socii^tyto^ 
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soon suiTouoded with applicants, soliciting 
them to pay their debts, for the sums (they 
said) were not great, that they had bee9 
long in prison, had large families jdepend- 
ent on them, and that they would bei^a;^ 
of ever getdng into debt again* On behold:* 
ing this scene, I could not refrain sayinj^ 
O that you were as conspious of the del^ii 
you owe to God, and as ^xious to have 
them cancelled ! I then assured them, that 
lesus was willing and wmting to pay all 
their debts, great as well as small ; and that 
whosoever eame unto him for this purposej 
he would in no wise send away without 
answering all their demands. 

It was pleasant to observe the joy and 
gratitude expressed by some, whom the 
gentlemen had relieved ; they seemed as if 
they had been brought into a new worl^. 
They extolled the friendship and kindness 
of the deputation, and praised the munifi- 
cence of those who had raised the funds by 
which they had been relieved. O, said one, 
I shall see my little family in a^ hour, and 
we shall all rejoice, together. I viewed 
them as pictures of pardoned sinners. 
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The gentlemen, for want of funds, were 
obliged to reject many applications, but 
they did it with much feeling and regret, 
which they suitably and affectingly express.- 
ed to the unsuccessful applicants. These 
I observed to retire with sorrowful hearts, 
in consequence of this expected means of 
liberation halving failed; I went up to 
them, and assured them, that Jesus was 
waiting to deliver them from the enormous 
(iebt they 9wed to God-^that he possessed 
an infinite fulness of merit, and of every 
blessing, so that none could apply to him 
in vain. Also I desired them to notice, 
that those whose debts were paid by the 
deputation, had no money given to them 
when liberated. No, said I, these men 
were poor when they came into prison, 
aiid they are poor still ; but when Jesus 
procures the forgiveness of debt, and the 
discharge of the prisoner, he puts him in 
possession of durable riches. The same 
Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon 
him. 

I went next to the ^^lon-side of the 
prison, where my ears were constantly 

(5 3 
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grated by the rattling of chains in every 
direction. Here were rioters, iHmrem, 
fhurderers, &c* 

I conyetsed with some whb were waning 
their tria^ Most of them asserted their 
innocence, and expressed ho^ of get^g 
free when their cause came into ceart. I 
told these, that they were to undergo a se- 
cond trial. Upon hearing this, they were 
startled, and inquired from whom. I had 
^e information. I told them, I had it frenx 
God ; that we must all appear before tfce 
judgment-seat of Christ, to answer for the 
deeds done in the body, whether they have 
be»6n good or evil ; and assured them, that 
though a thousandth part of our guilt 
might never be made evident before a 
human tribunal, yet all things were naked 
and open to the eyes of that God with whon> 
we have to do. I begged them to think 
seriously how it would go with them on 
that decisive day-^whetherthey would then 
plead innocent or guilty; whether the 
judge would be their friend or their enemy. 
I entreated them to ask mercy now, while 
Jesus filled the throne of grace j for if they. 
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iost the present DpportuoiCf, tb^y i^igH 
afierwftrdfl&i> ev«r »ue for laercsr^ but ift 
Tain. I then presented them with (^ W^fif^ 
IffllinQ them it co^tamed good n/^ws tQ tb<»^ 
guHtj aad rebellious sons of saeA) revealipg^ 
a fbuntfdn where sinners nsaght be. ^r^^h^d 
ftnm ever3r stain, and rendered vm»% for 
g^lonf^ing and enjoying God» her^> Mid in 
the regions of imynoPtalitf. 

I Iben walked to the cjiLfji of ihM? who 
^ere under s^itence of death* One wqpU 
expect to meet there, wiith men veepUis 
and trembling in the prospect of dying in n 
few daf a, and n^t only leaving aU things 
heve behxw, but also entering upon a neur 
and^eternal state. Instead of coBpem and 
inquiry, I found in most of the prisoners^ a 
eaircless, desperate indiffereace to what 
should befall them. O friends, said I, I am 
sorsry to see you under tlie influence of stu-r 
pidity and insensibility to the awful unpor* 
tance cf yoi^r present circumstances. Are 
3P011 indifferent whetker your souls are to 
be miserable olr h^ppy during an endless 
eternity ? Is it nothing to you to be igno* 
Taat o! the. Ood that made you ? of the 
o 4 
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compassionate Redeemer, who died for the 
i&ngodly, through whom alone yoii can ob- 
tain mercy ? Do you think God was not a 
witness of all your past conduct ? Do you^ 
not know that he searches the heart of tnian i 
Then I repeated to them many of the com- 
mandments of God, requesting them to 
consider, whether they had broken anyj'br 
^11 of them, and declaring from the scrip* 
ture, that if they had offended in one point9 
or had broken only one of the command - 
xnents, they would be proceeded against in 
4he same way as if they had broken all 
of them. This may be explained by 
tilings with which you are acquainted ; for 
example, said I, the man who is guilty of 
' murder, or robbery, or forgery, or treason^ 
&c. by the law of England, forfeits his life ; 
he suffers death, if but guilty of one of 
these crimes, the same as if he had com- 
mitted them all. In like manner, breakings 
the law of God, in one point, exposes a 
man to the loss of eternal life, and to the 
enduring of everlasting punishment, equal- 
lyj with his having broken all the command* 
mwitsiii the law. Without feith in the 
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htooii^ J^sus, vrt cm no nK>re obtain the for*- 
givem^ 0{ om 6itH tbaA we (Oan of i^ tlic^w 
^mi ;ii^t4 th^ (ilood of Usui^ if trusted 
ili^ '^it^ «oJlt^iti p&rdon of ail ^ur $ifiS)thoiigti 
-^Uri ^ iiQfnbeF than ito htiirB ii|>($i) out" 
^lyids^^ th^ particksof sanddn the scft 
-sJu^re^ If .y©u acknowledge ytivkf ihSqui* 
ties to God, and ^sk their fbrglvenes$ fof hl& 
Son's sake, he will frankly forgive you all 
your trespasses^ for he is rich in mercy for 
lus great name's sake. Is not this a salvar 
tion adapted to your condition ? — You can* 
not cepair the damage you have done to so^ 
piety by your crimes ; you are unable to do 
Any ihii^ that can ktohe to God for your for-, 
getfulneas of him, your disregard tb his 
adihonitions, ycrur rebellions against his 
holy laws ; but he lias graciously provided 
an atoricment for your sins, with Which yoii 
are encouraged to come to him and lb pl0a4 
it. O the riches of divine grace, goodness, 
and mercy! it surpasses all conception. 
May these darkened understandings of 
yours be opehed, to. know the tilings that 
belong to your peace, before they are for 
ever hid from yqur eye* ; and may these 
G 5 
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tongues of yours be loosed) to praise and 
publish the wonderful acts of the Lord. 

I thought the truth I had declared) made 
some impression on their hearts, for tears 
^appeared, in several eyes. The dinner was 
now brought forward^ cdihsequently) after 
leavbg a couple of bibles, I departed) pror 
mising to return soon. 



WALK XII. 

Conversation at Breakfaat-^The Smithes 
Shofi-*^ FuneraJi^mSheefi going to tht 
Slaughter-house — Peace firoclaimed. 
WHILE at breakfast, we were talking 
of many tihings which we supposed might 
have happened during the preceding night. 
It was asked of all round the table what 
they supposed to, have happened. One 
said, perhaps there are thousands who have 
not slept five minutes since sun-set, in con- 
sequence of pain of body or uneasiness of 
mind. Another remarked, that probably 
some who went to bed in perfect health 
were at mid-night hastily called to appear 
bpfore their Judge. While they slept, 
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fitenillr, the cry was, Bsiibld the bride- 
groom conibth) go ye out to meet hinir 
Oth^s wei^e greatly alarmed by robber*, 
rushiii^ ihtb their houses, and plundering 
ihem ofthdr property. Sdme called ffom 
a sound sletp to mtness the solemn depar- 
ture df a clear friend. Anoijier, perhaps^ 
liad all his property consumed by firb^ and 
hardly esckped wi^ life. Others were* 
shipwrecked on an inliospitable shore—' 
others were in a vessel that foandered in 
the middle of the mighty ocean, and were 
all 8wallow]pd up in a watery grare— K)th- 
ers having escaped destruction, by means 
<^f their yeks^l weathering the storm^ con- 
siiiered themselves in jeopardy during, the 
whole nighty and are now congratulating 
each other on their pi^eservation* These 
and many otker remarks tended to solemn- 
ize all our minds, and tp render us grate- 
ful, to the wi^e disposer pf all things, \vho 
had protect ei{ us from the^e, or similar ca- 
lamities. ^ 

At a littlp distance froni^ home, I came 
to, a SMITHES SHOP, where tl^e men were all 
busy in beating iron into ra^ous shapes, to 
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eufok say. QDQ Gsf^H^ m^A;. th^f ^« M»it;f|iflr 

e§f9^^,Qr' ito^Bg ffifeoliirf. If »H> R^d I, 
who GOHiB^it c??ii9$» ftgftins^ G©d» v^i^ 
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be >vithout them ? Indeed, said on^i I foar 
few V»^bftl^?evTjio^l4fe^ fr^efrQmt*9K — 

1I^W9ii, 9(» ^B^H ^^ OUR i^f) wgtripg t^eoir 
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Must not G4dlf titen be vety Memful, that 
he does n^ affix some mairk of ig^i^ominv np^ 
on-aU who effifcnki hifti ? For Instaiice^ that 
fie dcNsfflf ti^t depfive tlve «Wea#er of the la- 
cuky of speech ;||tfae dmml&ifrd of hh reason; 
the KiatfttI of ftis efes^ and tive quarrelsome 
of bis bandS) in order to deter others from 
committing the ssaae crienes*. 

As I Wal&ed atongy I met a funbbai^ 
proceedtng wkh solemn step. I said to a 
man- who ^ood gaczing at i£««»F)pieady Sf ^oit 
go to iiieaven you will never^ 9ee«uch a sight 
there f and cam you tell me why ? Because, 
said he> I suppose people do ntot die there. 
We do not bury living people in this world, 
but only such as are deud. True, said I, 
but why do they not die in heaven as well 
as on earth ? He could not tell. I told 
him it was because there is no sin there, 
that the inhabitonts of heaven shall no more 
say even that they are sick, the people there 
being delivered from all their iniquity. If 
you heard of a country where none died, 
though at the uttermost end of the earth, 
would you not be very anxious to go there ? 
If jrou could not. pay your passage thither, 
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would you not be willing: tlutt the captain 
should sell you for a slave on reaching that 
happy land> in order to pay himself for ta* 
king you ? That I would, said die man, with 
a determined tone of voice. Well, friend, 
is it not astonishing that so few ask. What 
shall I do to inherit eternal life ? Is it not 
because they, disbelieve all that God says 
re^^ecting the world to come f If a single 
letter is received from America by a per«» 
son in England, stating that it will bet 
greatly to his advantage to settle there; 
the statement will be believed, if it comes 
from a man of wisdom and integrity, and a 
thousand to one but the person instantly 
begins to prepare for crossing the Atlantic 
ocean. But though God expatiates in his 
word upon the glories, riches, and bound- 
less happiness of the heavenly state, and 
earnestly entreats men. to come and take 
possession of it ; yet few comparatively are 
at all influenced by what he says; they 
treat the whole as an idle tale. What will 
God do with such men ? Will he not cast 
them from his presence, and signally pun- 
ish them for their obstinacy and stupiditj' ? 
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Some SHEEP w^re passings along to the 
butchers in order tp be slaughtered. They 
made jio resUtance, no noise ; but walked 
op. pf fLceal;)!^. Now, said I, the Son of 
/G.Qft w^nt as peaceably and willingly to be 
put to dearth for sin^ as you see these sheep 
gping tp their deaths that he might obtain 
ej(^rQ.al redemption for them who should 
beUeve on him. He well ]piew the value 
of t^e soul p^iQan, tbpugh most men neg- 
lect ^d despise his salvation— but do not 
ypi; do it any longer. I never despised his- 
g^vation, said the man^ rather angrily. I 
^sked bim if he had eyer trusted in Christ 
&r the salvation of his soul ? He said he 
lva4 not. W^U) 9aid I, th^t is despising 
M^ salvation. Though you may not have 
derided it with your lipsj you have done it 
by your practice. If a m^ Ml into tlie 
river, and I go to him in a boat to saye him, 
ai^d he will i^pt come into my boat, but saya 
he will t^)^e his own way in saving himself; 
is i)ot that despising me and my he|p I 
Most certainly. In a similar way dp such - 
9.^ neglect the Saiyour and his salvation, 
despise both« Or 3uppo6e that the m^n 
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who is to be hanged to-morrow, were to re- 
ceive a written pardon from the king, but 
he threw it into a comer of his cell, and 
never presented it to the executioners of 
justice, and consequently was hanged, would 
not every one say that that man despised 
the king's clemency I So will every man 
appear to have done, who neglects the sal* 
▼ation of Christ. 

As I walked on towards Londoti, I ob- 
served many things which indicated that 
something uncommon was to take place to- 
day. I asked a man what such and such 
things meant. What, ssld the man, do yo^ 
live under ground, or in the upper regions, 
that you do not know peace is t6be peo- 
CLAi]«ED to-day ? I told him peace was 
proclaimed every day. With a contemp- 
tuous sneer, he asked me if peace with 
France was proclaimed every day I I said, 
No, but peace with a higher power was. 
What power, asked he, is greater than 
France ? I answered, God— -^d he pro- 
claims peace to men every day. Pray, said 
he, where ? In his word. In his word, 
said he, what or where is that ? The bible 
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i& his wordy it is God speaking to men 
from heaven—and friend^ said ly if you be- 
lieve hot in that peace that is proclaimed to 
you through the sufferings of Jesus for sin* 
it will fare hard with you in the world to 
come. 

The man became k little more civil, and 
listened aitentively to Home other remarks 
that i ihade. After n^hich, he said that he 
had traversed the streets of London for 
more than thirty years, and never got good 
advice from any man till to-day. Well, said 
I, see that you profit by what you have heard ; 
if you do not, you will regret it, for ever 
and even 



WALK XIIL 

ILUgant Mansion'^ Two Menreturning/rotn 

Market^^ SievC'^Servant Girl. 

IN my walk this morning, I observed, 
some men building an elegant mansion 
for a rich nobleman. I inquired of the 
workmen how long it was likely that build- 
ing; would stand ? They said probably for 
twQ or three hundred years. Upon whkh 

iiSsured them it was too feeble a ^brit 
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for me, I was seeking for a liouse. that 
should last for ever. O, said several of 
the workmen, you will not meet with suclV 
a mansion in this world, you must have re- 
course to some other region, for every 
thing here, added one, perishes with* the'' 
using. Well, said I, friends, I ani daily 
seeking from God an house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens, aiid' I trust he 
-will give it me, and I think your daily oc- 
cupation should constantly remind you that 
it ii yotir interest also to seek the same 
eternal house for a residence beyond the 
grave. - . 

God is at present rearing a buQdidg of 
xnercy— -men and women are the stones, and 
Jesus the Son of God is th« chief comer- 
stone. This building began in the day» of 
Adam^ a great part of it is now finished ; 
there was st first, and there shall be a'lstst 
stone, which shall' be put on* with ishoutings 
tifGrtice ! grace ! Consider, my friends, 
whether you make part of this precious 
building, for all others at the end of the 
world shall be cast as useless and worthless 
materials into everlasting burnings. There 
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IB not one dead or useless stone in this di- 
vine buildinf^i all afe made and ke^ alive 
hf the heayenlf Archkeot Jesns is tht '^ 
collector of the stones, they are all deaA 
when he comes to them ; but he speaks to 
theae dead stwnes through lus gospel, and 
his word is powerful, so that they hear his 
voice, and are made willing to formpart of 
the glorious building ; and they bec<»ne an 
habitation of God throogh the Spirit 

One of the woi^kaien tlianked me for iftjr 
remarks, and afterward obserred, that their 
stones, after coming from the qmlhy, rd^ 
quired a deal of hewing and polishing be- 
fore they mevt fit for the building. So do 
Chriflt^s, said h ^^ tlus is a preparatory 
world i his stcmes are fitted h«re, for oceu- 
pymg their app<Hnted places in the builds 
ing aboye, and some of the atones are so 
liani that they require many years polishing 
before they ean with i»opriety be remdved. 
Aa Solomion prepared, at a distance, all tbm 
materials for building the temple at Jenit* 
salem, that no sound of hammers and chis^ 
94a might be heard at the edifice, while it 
was rearing, so doea God- respecting the 






heavenly tem|tle'^^^e rcmoviss their imppf- 
iections bo completely here^ that they, ap- 
pear perfect before Grod when they^ 00010 
to Ziotik 

; ^ Some of the men appeared really desi* 
rous that their lot might be in the house of 
the . Lord for . ever. I ' earnestly adyiaed 
them -to ask this favour from the JjQi:d of 
the house— I assured them he w^«i thp 
friend of sinn^rs^ and would in no nffise 
cast out them that came to him /or any fa- 
vour, and' pointed to the very passage* 
where he said so. . 

. One of the men who had been listening 
to Uie cpnverss^on at a distance, camej^r- 
ward,. and said, rather in a scofifing mannej , 
X fear I am too rough and hard-hearted ^a 
iellow to make a good stone in the bujU^g 
you have been telling us of. I asked him 
if he thoMgj^t he was more so than J^f a^fis- 
seh the murderer, or Saul the pejrsecutdr ; 
for these men had been made holy and J\ftp- 
fy through th^ riches and power of di\4ne 
;mercy and grace ; and supposing you to;be 
%vt>rs€ than either of these men, said I> yet 
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nothing is too hard or difficult for an omni- 
potent Saviour to accomplish. He came to 
^8cre thb chief of sinners, and he is peifect- 
if able to accomplish the work he underi* 
toot. These few Hints made the man a' 
little more serious; one of his comrades 
observing this, said, (smiling a little,) 1 
think, Tom, your mouth is closed for once. 
These are too serious subjects to trifle 
with, said I ; you had better think seriously 
of them when you retire from wtlrk. 
. Leaving the builders, and walking a little 
further, I met two men kbturning FRok 
MARKET, of whom r inquired the state of 
the markets. They assured me that every 
thing sold at such high prices, that they 
were almost afraid to purchase any thing. 
r told them I was sorry that the necessaries 
of life were so difiicult to be obtained by 
the poor ; but I was happy to know" a mar- 
ket where invaluable necessaries were to 
be had for nothing ; that a public cryer had 
proclaimed to the poor who had no money; 
t6 come and buy even wine and milk, with- 
out money,' lind without price*. The two 
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jnten looked at etch otber, as if they «i}t« 
yected thAt I imt attempting to imposn <m 
their credulity. After a Httle p%ufe^ eM 
of them iaqairod vhere the market vm ef 
irhieh I h^d ipcd^eB ? I told them the lah- 
yuag^ I had used iraa metaphorical, at the 
iune titne that it vaa contaiBed in the 
Spript«re8, and meant^ that the blessings ^ 
ealTati<m were to be had of Christ for tht 
aaking, without any pre-requkite whatever. 
To assist yoH to underatand met aHow 
me to state an anecdote respe<^g mys^f. 
When I first waa eonnnoed that 1 was a 
l^ilty sinner before Crod, and thereby ex- 
posed to his wrath for everi^ I became eic- 
eee^gly uneduiy, mkI could hardly either 
eat oT sleep. There wei^ two things at 
tiiat time which I yalued more highly than 
Ihe aggregate wealth of both the Indies, 
viz. /karisf^n and fictite. Had I possessed 
ten tho^isand woHds, I surely would have 
been wailing to have parted with them to 
^rchase these two blessings. But I found 
Ihtoy were not to be purchased with mooey. 
On reading the Scriptures, I found that 
^9od had provided a righteouuiess in his 
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own S<»j and if I bclievjsd therein that it 
would entitle me to all the blessings I stood 
IB need of— -the grace of God* taught nrne 
%o betiere what I read^-ithen I was assured 
of pardon, and possessed of peace. - Thus I 
became one of the happiest men in the 
wdrld. I owe all to the infinite love of God 
in giviag his SoUf whom- he has made un- 
to US wisdom, righteousness, sanettfica^- 
tioth and redemption: to the Son in be- 
cosyinga sa^crifice for sin, and dying for 
the ungodly: and to the Spirit f»f God in 
directing me, a poor sinner, to this aU*siif> 
iicient Saviour. - 

O, said one of them, that is not the way I 
wish to. be saved ; a good yie*— works, Sii^ 
is the way to get to heaven. As you think 
works can procure heaven, does your life 
abound with these good works? Notyef, 
-said he ; but I h6pe it will before I die. I 
have no doubt, my (biend, but you will liv^ 
in the delusive hope of becomuig better 
at some future period, till the day of your 
death, unless you come to the Son of God 
for a righteousness to entitle you to heaven. 
You jnust be a new man, a believer in the 
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Son of Oody before anj of ^our w^ks cm 
please God ; you must frst kii<^ how to 
Uye by bkh qntlte Son of GU>d) how toleok 
to him for grace, liow to obey IronK l<|fe 
imd fw the glory of thfe Lord) before you 
wUl do any thing aright. 

The man repUedi that he was^ot mastf r 
pf the matter we were discussing, only Uiat 
he liad always heard we were to t>e aaved 
by our good deeds; aucli as chajrity to $k6& 
poor, and going to church or mf^etuigf and 
some su€^ t)ung{i, and he th0.ughtit very fEa^ 
tionaL You may think itradonal^ but it k«i0t 
scriptural, that is, it is not the way God says 
t(re shall be saved. T^e Scriptures say, J^ethat 
believes in Christ shs^ibe'saved, and ths^aU 
who are saved shall s^bound ingood work^* Re- 
member, too, that God publishes a salvation 
thiat is suited to the condition of every 
creatui'e. This remark reminds me vi a 
tisit which a friend of mine made to a 
young man under sentence of death for 
forgery, and who was near the time of Jiis 
execution. He preached to him fron^i the 
^ord of God the message . of roer«2y, that 

lere was salvatioi), complete and pveaent 
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fsUvation^ for him in Chri&t N0| no, s^ 
the young laaa, jby good worka alone wf 
^an bo aaTe4. TheQ.ii^pQii yo^r pifnciple^y 
Mijd my friend, you cannot be saved ; fbf 
^Qu who are cbained to thatfioor, and have 
no connexion with any creature, cc^inotper* 
ibna theae.good works. Whereforo he 
advised hiin to look only to the wqrk of 
Christy by which he perfectly glorified his 
Father, in the room of sinners, b^ which he 
ma^^fied and made honourable for ever 
tbe l^ pf God. The man then asked, is a 
pjerspnwjiphais. believed in Chriat, after •? 
wards to iive as he pleases I In a certain 
a^se he ^ for what pleases God will the^ 
please him, and only that ; for if he at any 
time deviates in heart or life frpm any of 
the conunandments of his God whom he 
4oves, he will condemn himself, and ask 
lorgiven^s from his God through the blood 
of his.Son. He makes the will or command 
of God his rule of conduct. Here our con- 
versation was interrupted. 

Observing ^ikves for sale in a shop that 
I was passing, I called and made aj>ur<r 
chase of 9ne. While examining the sound- 
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ness of the sieves, I remarked -to those in 
tiie shop) that these sieves were a stittdng 
resemblance of too many* minda* How so ? 
'said the shopman. Because/ said I, Hie 
sieve lets the good grain or the good fLqtior 
run through it, and only retains the chaff or 
the refuse. Now Acre are mahj menVho 
can remember nothing ab6tit Ood or the 
things Off God that they hear, but arc re- 
markably retentive of whatever is f&olisb, 
vairi, slanderous, or trifling. Vou are very 
right, said a woman, who wks also making 
a purchase ; for we remember well things 
we should forget, aiid which we sometimes 
wish to forget, and cannot remember 
what we should, and often what we real- 
ly wish to remember. Yes, replied I, 
for example, we should all remember 
every day that we are to stand before the 
judgment-seat of Christ to answer for all 
our conduct here, and it would do us mudi 
good to remember it, yet it is probable not 
one of us has thought upon it to-day. I 
asked every one present, one after another, 
whether they had or not, ^ and alP honestly 
acknowledged they Jbad * not. *Fr«&m thrs 
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day; to th^ dty Qj[ y/wr d^atb^. i^^ J to eac^i 
Ifit th? ^eire Ve )| nMntmiiil of .the pf^tmuf^f 
tion pf ff>nr tfmdh W^ 9f tbe necesfitjr of 
(SaUJQg diwly u^n God to. pmt Ifik l^ws ip^? 
tofour.WNi^ii^tQ wrU^ tbfSQ op yo^ 

; On feturniag home ip ^e ^emng}« 8«i^- 

TAITT CrXlUL btJ^Bgillg tO » pio^S fiH^f 

wa« iTaitingr to roqueft ^' hiUe to send ^ 
h^ siejter in the ecmwti^. So you c^inisid^ 
the bihleto be » Fi4uable bpokj do yoii^ 
said I. Yes, js^id tshe. Indeed I doy .b^t | 
oBly knur it:to be ao, eince I ^am? to Uii^ 
femily vUh which . I now Uve* When I 
came there I could not read. . For 9om» 
^tae I «iidea.voiise4 to conceal thit, but my 
mistress peiated out a chapter for me to 
read.ia the kdlchooy fmd afterir4Mrds to tjsll 
her something about it. I was then oUig^ 
to confess I could not read, that mj parenta 
had never put me to school ; being indiffer- 
ent, alas ! about their own souls, they wer9 
equally so about those of their children. 
When my mistress knew my situation, she 
purchased a spelling-book, and gave me a 
lesson eirtry evening after m^.work was 
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done. Three weeks ago #hile ireaiing^ of 
ikh suffeiini^s of cfhrist, I 'wk^ Veiy isoicl^ 
distressed about/hiy soul-—-! told tty tub* 
tress wbatl feltH-she gave memucil gOdd 
adviceTahd has conversed with toe every day 
since that time^ about something or other ia , 
the Scriptures. To convince you how anx- 
ious she is about fne--onIy last night we had 
a company of good people to tea> she toldme 
that I should hear some things in their con* 
versatioh that would do me gockl. But I 
was very much di^ippointed indeed ; fo^ 
they only conversed about who was th^ 
best preacher, some new books that had 
lately been published, about some societies, 
, and things of that kind ; but there uras nor- 
thing for me— -nothing about JesuSi 
. After marking many chapters in the bi- 
ble for her to read, and giving her a copy 
to send to her sister^ I retired, looking- to 
Crod for a blessing on all that had occur^d 
during my walk. 
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